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excised, there could not have been the 
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Indeed, I have oonred them as freely for disease limited to 
the posterior part o 
anterior part. There is, however, one condition necessary to 
ee sof | the mn f salty Gt I 
cases of caries as are result of pu (i 8a. 
so) inflammation of ligaments, and my those which ef on 
pot in the cancellous structure of the bones, and which 
ir B. Brodie attributed (as I think correctly, despite what is 
nowadays talked about strumous synovitis) to struma. In 
such cases, disease in one or two of the bones may have pro- 
ceeded to abscess and caries; and when these bonés are re- 
moved entire, the ilagi surfaces of the neighbouring 
bones may appear bigs! but the cancellous structure has 
probetly Caos to be softened, and the disease will most 
ikely proceed and render the operation abortive.” 

Dr. George Buchanan, of Glasgow, has kindly sent me the 
following notes on ‘‘ excision of the os calcis.” This operation 
has been so often performed that the attention of s is 

. directed solely to the cases suitable and to the mode of opera- 
‘tion :—‘* True caries confined to the calcis is a rare thing. 
_Circumscribed caries—often around a necrosed bit—admits of 
removal with a gouge; but more general, involving the whole 
-bone, is rare, unless it involves adjoining bones ; and this is 


th ankle yo 


true, even though the intervening na and 
t bone) 


sound, Let a surgeon who ampu thro 
disease of the ast us (seemingly confined to 
make a longitudinal section of the foot with a saw, and in 
nine cases out of ten he will find incipient caries in adjoining 
bones, and the intervening joints sound. This I have very 
-often proved ; and this accounts for the frequency of return of 
caries after partial removal of the foot for caries. Hence, 
i arising in the calcis from slight causes is always 
suspicious, and in the majority of cases requires amputa- 
tion. But well defined and chronic caries is a suitable case. 
_Circumscribed necrosis of the os calcis can be managed as in 
other bones; but sometimes it is so extensive as to make ex- 
cision the simplest and best procedure. There is a condition 
of the os calcis not seemingly much understood, which I ven- 
ture to call progressive pee o yp inning at the 
posterior part (often as a consequence of a slight wound or 
injury) and creeping forward. e bone is denuded of peri- 
osteum, and is felt hard and gritty with the probe, In the first 
case I met with I sawed off 4 e posterior third of the bone; 
-but the wound did not heal entirely, and I found the anterior 
portion had passed into the same state, I then excised the 
remainder of the bone, and found, on section, the bone hard 
and evidently of low vitality, though not quite dead. In a 
subsequent case I excised at the very first, when I detected 
the above condition, and with a good result. Nearly the whole 
i erence of the bone was denuded of periosteum, and 
little exfoliations were coming off, leaving the bone below still 
rough and hard.” 

I have given these notes at length, as they are undoubtedly 
of great value, and merit our best attention; though I fear 
that, if implicitly followed, but few cases of excision would 
ever be performed. I must confess that my experience is op- 
posed to this doctrine; and 1 must also confess that I should 
pause long ere I amputated through the ankle for disease of 
the astragalus or calcis seemingly confined to those bones, un- 
less there were other cogent reasons to urge me to do so inde- 

dent of those manifested in the bone itself. And I cannot 

depo that in these and similar cases it is better to be 
guided by the history, collateral circumstances, and symptoms 
combined, than to rely implicitly on symptoms and abstract 
principles alone, however judicious those abstract principles 
may seem to be. Take, for instance, a very ordinary example. 
A man sprains his ankle. He pays no attention to it at first, 
but continues his work. In due course of time, after inflam- 
mation, suppuration, the formation of sinus, &c., we discover 
by the probe that the astragalus is in a state of caries, The 
disease a to be restricted to this bone. The digease is 
the only sign of struma manifested by the patient either in his 
own person or in his family history. Are we to throw the 
original cause of the mischief, the general appearance of the 
9 and the family history aside; and be governed only 

y the existence of caries, and the possibility that caries may be 
_ latent in other bones, and at once perform amputation without 
giving the patient a chance by the excision of the one bone of 
preserving the use of his foot? I can understand that some 
_ may consider it justifiable to at once have recourse to am- 
putation, where the mischief has originated spontaneously with- 

out any assignable cause, when the constitutional taint of scro- 
fula is generally apparent; but I am not ready to admit that 
caries per se is a sufficient justification for the undue sacrifice 


the foot as I have done Chopart’s for the | vidual, 


of a limb, even when occurring in a so-called scrofulous indi- 
i pot poner OG ah paw «ree Nee Aa nth he ah 
or it is o a sufficient justification for abstaining 
from excision of the individual bone. 





CARBOLIC ACID AND ITS COMPOUNDS 
IN SURGERY. 


By Sir J. Y. SIMPSON, Barr., M.D., D.C.L., &e. 


Tur communication on the antiseptic properties of carbolic 
acid which Professor Lister published in Tue Lancer of the 
2ist of September was originally read by him at the meeting 
of the British Medical Association in August last at Dublin. 
In the discussion which followed, Dr. Hingston, the able and 
accomplished Professor of Surgery in the McGill College of 
Montreal, stated to the Surgical Section that, in travelling 
last summer over the Continent, he had found that the use of 
carbolic acid in surgery was now being discontinued in places 
where formerly it was in vogue ; while in Great Britain he had 
seen it poured into and over the surfaces of recent amputa- 
tion and other wounds, in the form of a fluid ointment or 
combined with oil, in a way which recalled to his mind the 
olden and reprehensible system of dressing with some foreign 
body the whole raw surfaces of recent wounds—a practice that 
was followed two or three centuries ago, and which he fondly 
imagined was for ever banished from scientific surgery. 

On the same occasion, amongst some other remarks, I stated 
that—con to what Professor Lister seemed inclined to 
maintain—carbolic acid had been used for some years past in 
surgery in France and Germany, and that his use and applica- 
tions of it, and his theory of its mode of action, were not in 


any way original. 
essor Lister, in THe Lancer of Oct. 5th, to 
of such simple truths as ‘‘ unworthy cavils.” Dr, 


om is quite able to defend his own statements, if he 
inks it wort 


th his trouble to do so. Pe let — 
liberty of briefly pointing out that Mr. Lister been most 
undoubtedly preceded by other authors in all his leading 
theories pe fm in connexion with this subject. 
Mr. Lister’s papers on the subject of carbolic acid have all 
been published within the course of the present year, com- 
in Tur Lancer for March 16th, 1867. 


phewt : 
more usually in French yen). ad Sousioen 
1 its employment in a iversity of surgical 
medi pte apy onthe ition of Dr. Lemaire’s work ap- 
in 1865, and extends to 750 pages. The book is en- 
titled, ‘‘ De Acide Phénique, de son action sur les Vegetaux, 
les Animaux, les Ferments, les Venins, les Virus, les Miasmes ; 
et de ses Applications a |’Industrie, 4 l'Hygitne, aux Sciences 
Anatomiques, et 4 la Thérapeutique,” enters fully into 
its chemical and general patery, 0 my agg ications 
to sani’ science, veterinary practice, ve 
are flovoted to its therapeutical effects and the theory of os: 


zoaires, les Virus, les Ferments,”&c. Dr, t 

that he first employed carbolic acid as a local a f 
the ion of one part of acid to ten of water, and with 
great success, in 1861, in the case of an extensive 


gangrenous 
wound of the thigh. ‘‘From that ti Pb Fe 
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Originally in France carbolic acid was employed in surgery 
in the form of a powder made of coal-tar and lime,* as su 
by MM. Corne and Demeaux in 1859. Shortly after its intro- 
duction surgical experiments were made with it in rhe ome 
of Paris and in the French army in Italy after the of 
Magenta and Solferino. These experiments gave it, to use the 
of Dr. Lemaire, ‘‘un grand retentissement.” ‘“‘ Le 
fait principal,” he adds, “‘la désinfection, était admis et vanté 
avec enthousiasme.” M.Cabannes subsequently suggested the 
mixture of coal-tar with other mineral and various v e 
ers, besides m; but their introduction was, as stated 
Lemaire, difficult when the wounds were anfractuous or 
fistulous. , M. Le Boeuf made a still more nt 
and useful preparation of the coai-tar, in the form of a fixed 
emulsion with saponine ; a form which Dr. Lemaire seems still 
to prefer, in some surgical complications, to the pure carbolic 
acil diluted or otherwise modified. 
At last Mr. Calvert, in England, and Parisel and Bouchardat 


in France, showed by their chemical investigations that car- | 


bolic acid is the essential principle to which coal-tar owes its 
antiseptic properties, as opium owes its soporific properties to 
morphia, cinchona its febrifuge properties to quinine, &c. 

Mr. Lister remarks (Tue Lancet, Sept. 2lst, 1867) that 
when it had been shown, by the researches of Pasteur, that 
the septic property of the atmosphere depended on minute 
living organisms suspended in it, ‘‘it occurred to me,” to use 
his own words, ‘‘that decomposition in the injured part 
might be avoided, without oncnding the air, by applying asa 
dressing some material capable of destroying the life of the 
eras ee Upon this principle I have kesed a ice. 


: material which I have employed is carbolic or phenic | 


acid, a volatile organic compound, which to exercise a 
peculiarly destructive influence upon low forms of life.” 

Now the very same theory, the very same practice, and the 
very same means of reducing that theory to practice, have all 
been worked out and published on the continent years ago by 
Lemaire, Déclat, Kuchenmeister, and others. The strongest 
averments cannot alter the simplest dates, and I fear that it 
will not redound to the credit of English surgery to claim 
what most certainly does not in to it. 

Ps or work on en ae Dr. samen 7a elaborately 

philosophically into the question of septic infusoria in the 
atmosphere, + and discusses the opinions of Schultze, Schwann, 
Pasteur, Pouchet, Helmholtz, Milne-Edwards, Gra- 
tiolet, and others, upon the subject. His conclusions are that 
the air does contain these alleged low vital organisms ; that 
when admitted to wounds, ulcers, &c., they uce a decom- 
Speen SS Eee’ and secreted fluids, aiding the formation 
of ; that this decomposition is effected by a vital action 
Galler to the production and multiplication of isms in 
the process of fermentation ; and that carbolic acid—even in 
very small doses—has the power of preventing and of arresting 
such decomposing effects from these isms by at once 
immediately destroying the life of the organisms them- 


an. 
an 
sel 


ves, . 

Mr. Lister has hitherto chiefly or only described, I believe, 

three kinds of surgical complications in which he has employed 

carbolic acid—namely, (1) in compound fractures, (2) in sup- 

——. and (3) in wounds, In all of these points he has 
long forestalled by the experience of our continental 

neighbours. 


1. In compound fractures.—Two of the hosyigal surgeons of 
Bayonne—namely, MM. Darrican and Petit— it im com- 
fractures of the limbs, under the form of saponified 

-tar, as early as 1860. In 1862, in a case of severe commi- 
nuted fracture of four fingers, attended by Dr. Lemaire, irri- 
gations with cold water were at first tried, with excessive suf- 





baour 


of coal-tar, and formed a grey powder, with a slightly bi 
Sometimes it is applied in the Form of powder. Fn Fs was 
kind of ointment, Rett. or paste (like that made by carbolie 
times) by mixing the plaster and coal-tar with olive oil. Thie 
was spread thickly on lint, and applied like a poultice. 

used and sprint) over the part no charpie is required. 


Medica! Journal for 1960, p. 





* It consisted of 100 parts of plaster, thoroughly triturated with 1 to 5 | 


fering, and sleeplessness for forty-eight hours. An emulsion 
of coal-tar was then applied, with speedy abatement of the 
pain, (for sometimes it acts ae and ultimate heal- 
ing of all the bones and soft parts. ‘‘ This beautiful result,” 
observes Lemaire, “‘ appeared to me to indicate the em - 
ment of this treatment in cases of comminuted fractures e 
limbs, before having recourse to amputation.” 

2. In suppurations and abscesses.— “When a wound is 
recent, saponified coal-tar,” remarks Dr. Lemaire, ‘‘ prevents 
the formation of pus. If the wound is of old standing, it 
deterges the diseased parts, disinfects them by killing the 
living ferments, and diminishes rapidly the suppuration by 

tecting the tissues and the products which they secrete 
Set a new fermentation.” (p. 641.) With carbolic acid, or 
saponified coal-tar as containing carbolic acid, ‘‘I can arrest 
and reproduce at will,” asserts Dr. Lemaire, “ the formation of 

s, as I am able (by the same means) to arrest and reproduce 
Seoubotation and germination.” (p. 20.) In evidence of its 
power in curing a s he cites a case of very fetid scrotal 
abscess connected with urethral disease where the injection of 
| a solution with emulsion of coal-tar disinfected the discharge 
| in an hour, and arrested the suppuration in forty-eight hours, 
| followed by rapid cicatrisation. M. Maisonneuve injects suc- 
| cessfully, with a solution of carbolic acid, deep-seated abscesses 
where the pus lodges and putrefies, (pp. 435 and 364.) 
| 3. In wounds.—As a dressing to wounds, different French, 
| German, and Spanish surgeons have used it in various civil hos- 
»itals, as well as in the Italian, Morocco, and Mexican ware. 
| Eight years ago (orin 1859) it had been already used in wounds by 
| Cruveilbier, Follet, and Rigault, and was employed as a dress- 
| ing to bedsores in the Military Hospital of Munich.* Perhaps 








| the most. celebrated Parisian hospital surgeon at present is 
M. Maisonneuve of the Hotel Dieu. He has lately written me 
that he first used carbolic acid in 1861 as a dressing to a bed- 
| sore, and from that time has employed it in a very 
number of wounds, and made general use of it in his wi 
| for dressings of all sorts—as in wounds, compound fractures, 
| simple and carcinomatous ulcers, &c. In his work Dr. Lemaire 
| attests the continued frequency with which it has thus been 
| employed in the Hotel Dien, and he adduces evidence of 
| its use by various other surgeons. ‘‘ Thousands of well- 
| observed facts,” he remarks (p. 365), “‘have demonstrated 
that saponified coal-tar disinfects instantly the most fetid 
wounds. ...... They obtain the same results with carbolic acid, 
but it is less durable in its results than saponified coal-tar, 
They not only disinfect, but they also prevent putrid fermen- 
tation. The quantity of pus produced is insignificant as com- 
pared with the quantity which forms with other a 
The emanations from these substances spread through 
wards of the hospital, and render the atmosphere healthy.” 
| (p. 366.) ‘*In this way pyemia is prevented by the use of 
| carbolic acid.” (See p. 364, &c.) 
| About three years ago carbolic acid was used in the 
| Edinburgh Infirmary as a wash to the sarfaces of ampu- 
| tation wounds by my colleague, Professor Spence, President 
| of the College of Surgeons. In a manuscript copy of his 
| lectures, taken by one of his students, and which I have 
| seen, when speaking of amputations in his lecture of Feb. 27th, 
| 1865, he ubserves ; “‘I paint over the surface with iodine, or, 
where the limb is diseased or chronic abscess exists, with 
methylated spirits containing a small proportion of carbolic 
| acid.” Professor Spence tells me he gave up the use of 
| carbolic acid, as it did not seem to produce so much benefit, as 
other applications, in the cases where he employed it. 
| Dr. Lemaire has applied carbolic acid to the treatment of 
| numerous Other Surgical Complications and diseases besides 
| the three especially mentioned by Mr. Lister. In his work he 
| has adduced, for example, cases and remarks to show its utility 
as an antiseptic and healing in simple scrofulous ulcers, 
&c.; in burns; in venomous bites; in dissection wounds; in 
sloughing and gangrene of the soft tissues, (the ravages of gan- 
grene, he says, have often thus been stopped as if by enchant- 
ment, p. 23;) in inflammation, caries, and necrosis of bone ; in 
in ion and abscess of joints; in whitlows; im 
(where its action, he avers, is marvellous, p. 450, probably 
from its containing living organisms, which he thinks he has 
detected with the microseope, p. 176 ;) in lupus ; in cancerous 
diseharges; in ozena and otorrhca; in chancre; in 3 
in catarrh of the bladder as an injection, and as an injection 
also in fistule, and into the cavities of cysts, &c. He gives 
various disquisitions, with cases illustrative of its t 
in different forms of skin diseases, particularly in those which 


* See Deutsche Klinik for 1860, p. 123. 
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RECENTLY OPERATED ON, 
By Sx HENRY THOMPSON, 


THE BLADDER OF THE ADULT, 
SURGEO"-“RXTRAORDINARY TO HM. THR KING OF THE BELGIANS; 


STUDY OF 100 CASES OF STONE IN 


eal 


PROFESSOR OF CLINICAL SURGERY, AND SURGEOX TO 
UNIVERSITY OOLEEGR HOSPITAL. 
(Concluded from page 512.) 

Arrrr these few remarks on the subject of diagnosis, I shall 
make a brief exposition of a few of those maxims which, in my 
experience and according to my humble judgment, embody the 
chief principles of successful practice, 

ist. If the patient has never had instruments passed into 
the urethra before, it is as well to use a large flexible 
or two, on two or three occasions, to observe the result both 
on the bladder and on the general condition. If fever is easily 
aroused by so simple a procedure, the question of 
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entreaty of a poor fellow for whom death was imminent, and 
who, knowing fully all the risks, hard that he might 
encounter them, as his last and only This recently oc- 


curred with a patient who, after seven years of suffering, came 
to me from the Cape—a mere skeleton worn out by disease. I 
declined, but offered an appeal from my decision, in the form 
of a consultation with my friend Mr. Paget. The refusal was 
and, in despair, the patient sent for a well-known 
sg and to learn why he should be denied the 
gece life, for which he had at so much cost of time 

of pain crossed half the globe. The resu!t was that we con- 
sented. I cut him, and he recovered, Is it not, then, almost 
impossible to say there is no hope? And if there be a single 
chance, how difficult to deny it! It was among such cases 
as these—cases of advanced age and of large stones—that I 
met the 6 deaths among the 16 of my lithotomy cases. 

The fourth proposition is—-‘‘ That by exercising an ordinary 

of vigilance for adult patients suffering from symptoms 
of urinary disorder, every case of calculus may be discovered 
in an early stage; may be successfully treated by lithotrity ; 
and, consequently, that the operation of cutting for stone in 
the adult may be rendered obsolete, or applicable only for some 
very exceptional example which has been developed as the 
result of extreme neylect or ignorance.” 

It may seem a bold assertion, that every case of stone in the 
adult may be treated by lithotrity. Depend upon it, this will 
be the case, and that its realisation is simply a question of 
time. I suppose no one will deny that it is an easy thing to 
diagnose the presence of caleulus in an early stage, while it is 
yet small, and easily amenable to the crushing process. Very 
rarely does a calculus reach the size of a bean without giving 
marked symptoms of its presence; enough to send the patient 
to his surgeon ; enough for his surgeon to suspect its existence. 
At all events, with anything like ordinary intelligence on the 
part of the patient and on that of his attendant, no stone 
should reach the weight of 100 grains, or measure an inch in 
its longest diameter; in other words, arrive at the size of a 
filbert without discovery. 

Now, by way of proof, I wish to call your attention to 
the striking fact that among the 84 cases of lithotrity, all 
such stones were successful cases. Each one of the fatal cases 
were stones of much larger size, occurring in patients worn 
out not merely by age, but by the long existence of the cal- 
culus and its fearful consequences. I am entitled therefore to 
say that every calculus being discoverable with proper vigi- 
lance while it is still small, it is removable by proper means, 
with an almost certain prospect of success. I regard the ope- 
ration of lithotomy, then, attractive as it is to the ctical 

by its brilliancy, and by the qualities which it de- 
mands for its successful performance, as destined ere long to be 
unknown, or nearly so, in the cases of the adult. For myself, 
I should resign it, with all its glories and excitements, with a 
profound re; if I may be so permitted to speak, yet with a 
conviction that it will, though decreasing in frequency year by 
yon, yet last perhaps during this century. The limits of time 
not _ me to enter upon that fertile and interesting 
topic, the mode of its performance. Suffice it to say, that 
almost all the cases here recorded have been cut on the median 
and medio-bilaferal methods ; opening up a subject which I 
should have been glad to discuss had it come within the limits 
of our time. My object here has been rather to illustrate and 
enforce the capabilities of lithotrity, and to establish for it if 
possible a higher e in the estimate of British surgeons than 
I think it has hitherto attained. It is with this end that I 
have brought these facts before you to-day, believing that 
under no other circumstances should I find so good an oppor- 
tunity of submitting them to the consideration of the profes- 
sion at large. 





ON 

THE NATURE AND THE MODE OF PRO- 
PAGATION OF CONSUMPTION. 

By RICHARD PAYNE COTTON, M.D., F.R.C.P. L., 


SENIOR PHYSICIAN TO THE HOSPITAL FOR CONSUMPTION, 
BROMPTON, 


Tue paper under the above heading which appeared in THE 
Lancer of the 1¢th inst., from the pen of Dr. William Budd, 
deserves, as well from its source as from its novelty, the gravest 
consideration, Dr, Budd tells us that he regards phthisis as a 





disease of specific and contagious nature, closely allied in this 
respect to the most contagious diseases with which we are 
uainted—viz., us and scarlet fevers; the tuberculous 
matter itself being i i 
the disease is > 
completely revolutionise both the medical and social 
of consumption; will make the poor consumptive sufferer 
a being as much to be dreaded as the leper of old; and they 
will at once crush every hope of our ] ing the ravages of 
this terrible scourge, by the manifest ne ge ility of our ever 
being able to ‘‘stamp out” so universally prevalent e) rveon 
If Dr. Budd’s views be incorrect, the interests of both con- 
sumptive and the healthy require that they should be proved 
to be so. 

Continued and anxious thought upon this subject, based, 

too, upon an sion | amount of ‘personal observation, has long 
brought me to a conclusion tly opposed to that of Dr. 
illiam Budd. The more I see of consumption the more am 
I convinced that its lamentable yrovelents is to be ascribed to 
causes very different from that which he suggests. I have never 
met with a case of true pulmonary consumption, however ap- 
parently due to contagious influence,—and that such cases often 
present themselves | readily admit,—which could not be more. 
easily accounted for upon gewely recognised causes than upon 
specific and contagious influences. ‘ 

The subject is a very comprehensive one, and its due con- 
sideration greatly exceeds both the space I can expect in the 
pages of Tux Lancet, and the time which | have at present 
at my command. Following the example of Dr. William Badd, 
I must content myself with briefly stating my own conclusions, 
reserving for some future communication the grounds upon 
which such conclusions have been formed. 

Ist. I believe phthisis to be a purely constitutional disease, 
which may be either inherited or acquired, but which is in- 
capable of being communicated by one person to another in the 
ordinary sense of a contagious disease,” ‘ 

2nd. I regard tubercle as the product of such constitutional 
disease, just as lithate of soda is of gout, and sugar of diabetes. 

3rd. 1 consider that a person may be really consu wu apie ba 
in other words, may have this constitutional disease, 
the tuberculous elements are still in the blood—that is to say, 
before they are deposited as tubercle in the lung or other 


tissues. r 

4th. Although I think it very possible that tuberculous 
matter, like many other diseased products, may be introduced 
into the system by artificial inoculation, bt its like, or 
something more or less similar to it, I do not believe that 
tubercle can exist naturally in such a state as to be, as Dr. 
Budd expresses it, ‘‘ disseminated through society” by the ordi- 
nary principle of contagion. 

5th. I think it probable, although at present not perhaps 
quite demonstrable, that there are varieties of consumption, 
both in degree and kind; but I am unacquainted with any such 
variety forming an exception to the genteel princigine watehs 
nh little rt proof is worth a large amount of 

Ali i is a > 
however "Sensible doch theory may be, and however hi 
and ably supported. eA ire er oe ent upon the zymotic 
character of phthisis has going on for some years in the 
Consumption Hospital at Brompton. If Dr. William Budd’s 
views be correct, this hospital, as well as every like institution, 
must be nothing more nor less than a pest-house, and must 
afford sad and of its banefulness. But what 
are the facts of the case? I cannot do better than give them 
in the following letter kindly furnished by Mr. Edwards, the 
long-experienced resident medical officer of the institution. 

“Consumption Hospital, Brompton, 8.W., Oct. 25th, 1967, 

“*My pEAR Str, — The following statistics represent, as 
fairly as I can recall them, the result of my own observations, 
during the seventeen years that I have myself resided within 
the hospital. They are submitted to you in reply to inquiries 
you have made of me upon the subjec - 

“The t building was partially opened in the year 
1846 with 90 beds. Ten years later it was completed ; and, 
for several years past, 200 beds have been constantly oceu 
To the present time 15,262 in-patients and 102,369 out- 
4c) 0 ey bap - fifty 

‘* Resident officers, —1 remember personal] -nine resident 
clinical assistants, whose duration of py gba averaged quite 
six months. To the best of my belief, all but two are tiving 
~* It is not impossible that, under certain circumstances, into which I 
cannot now enter, but which do not affect the question nor give eny suppers 
to Dr. Budd's views, this constitutional condition Ames oy 
band to wie, and, perhaps, but with less probability, vice ; 
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(forty-nine having their names in the Medical Directory for | two: one died from causes not connected with disease of the 
this year, and others are known to be in the army, &.) Of EA eae pe cther, Sine abened- tou, dieoenn aaknown— 
the two deceased, one died of and the from a | after an from the hospital of about twelve years. 
cause unknown to me, but he had left the hospital some years. **T thankfully in conclusion, that, after a residence 
Three now living are said to be consumptive, One of them is of just seventeen years, I am in 
known to you to be so. He was here in 1854, and “*] remain, my dear Sir, very y yours, 
left us before the usual time to join the Crimean army. He] “Dr, R. P. Cotton, &. &c.” ‘* Vertue Epwarps, 
afterwards married, and commenced private ice, where h 


his health failed. He is now in Australia, and in the active 

it of his profession. The second, / have been told, has had 
se ysis ; ~ptolagdog gladedh neh pet homay ugh w 4 
sume on on nvee It is more than five years since he left 
us. The third is said to have tubercle at one apex ; and is now 
on his way to Australia as surgeon on board ship. He left the 
hospital four years ago. 

‘* Chaplains,—The present chaplain (not resident) has held 
office for more than seventeen years, and his two predecessors 
are living. He has no other duty, 

‘* Matron.—The matron has been resident in the hospital 
more than sixteen years. The former two matrons are living. 

** Secretary and Clerks (not resident). — The secretary has 
been here nearly ten years, and his ecessor held the ap- 

intment for fourteen years, The is now in Canada. 
Seven fainter clarke two Venn’ thane fox’ paces i 
a year and a half to four years. All are, I believe, living and 
well, except one, who left us six years ago. Two years since 
he had symptoms of phthisis, and spent the winter 
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i i any doubt exist 
upon the subject I would suggest a comparison of the foregoing 
statistics of the Consum Hospital with those of any other 








CASES IN PRACTICAL SURGERY. 
By T. J. ASHTON, Ese., 


CONSULTING SURGEON TO THE MARYLEBONE INFIRMARY. 


No. IL. 


DISEASE OF KNEE-JOINT ; AMPUTATION OF THIGH ; DEATH ; 
EXTREME FATTY DEGENERATION OF KIDNEYS AND LIVER. 


M. B——,, aged thirty-eight, a married woman, had suffered 
for five years from disease of the right knee. In the hope of 
benefiting her general health, which had become greatly im- 


failing, her pulse was quick and irritable, and she complained 
of Fe ep empeeee Ermagen with her rest at 
night. Patags nen coattentean ane Ren paeiaiien of ie 

precluded hope recovery, ex an operation 
a ee ee ene 9 oo goss 
irritation. The u abi i 
involved in the di 
entertained, and 
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free from pain, slept well at night ; her pulse decreased 
Sr. ania ci sealles pnasnanie & soln Her im- 

condition inspired great hope of her recovery, but this 
anticipation was not to be realised ; on the seven was 
as a 


without any t cause, she refused all food, 
result, she rapidly lost strength, and died ten days after the 
operation. 


The post-mortem examination showed the liver and kidneys 
to be in a state of extreme fatty degeneration. The heart also 
was fatty, and its substance easily e; 
healthy. At the seat of the operation it was seen that only 
rk meen we pacer ncaa age Conroe 

presented a pale and glazed The femoral 
artery was sealed i 


ty. 
of the limb after amputation showed the arti- 


cular i of the femur to be extremely eroded, exposing 
the osseous ; and the inner and outer condyles were 


The head of the tibia was nearly destroyed by caries, 
which also affected the shaft of the bone for five inches. The 
fibula was also diseased. : 

The progress and result of this case present features worthy 
of consideration. The fatty condition of the liver, heart, and 
kidneys in this patient may fairly be assumed as illustrative 
of a depraved - pom nutrition of the tissues = 
' Rd eg which has been so ably investigated and fully 

by Dr. Quain, Mr. Paget, and others. It was, no 
doubt, this being teabler thes nutritive - — e oe of 
eebler than the y—whi - 

vented the recovery of the affected struc i 


ir the wound occasioned by the opera- 
tion for the removal of the local disease. This state of system 
is one which demands more attention from the practical sur- 
geon than it often receives, and it is this idea that has led me 
more especially to refer to the case. 


9 Birr 


OF THE PRACTICE OF 
MEDICINE AND SURGERY 


IN THE 


HOSPITALS OF LONDON, 








Nulla autem est alia pro certo noscendi via, nisi quamplurimas et morboram 
ot disssetiontia historias, tum aliorum, tum propriae collectas habere, et tater 
se comparare.—-Moreaent De Sed, et Caus. Mord., lib. iv, Prowmi: 
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KING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 
REMOVAL OF THE SCAPULA, HALF OF THE CLAVICLE, AND 
THE WHOLE ARM ; DEATH ON THE THIRD DAY, 
(Under the care of Sir Wu. Fereusson.) 


Anovut two years ago Sir William Fergusson performed an 
operation which very nearly resembled that which we are 
about to describe. In that case (which will be found detailed 
in our ‘‘ Mirror” for August 26th and Nov. 25th, 1865) the 
patient was a girl aged nineteen, from whom, in Jan. 1865, 
two-thirds of the scapula were removed. On November 11th 
in the same year, the disease having largely recurred, the re- 
mainder of the scapula, a great part of the clavicle, and the 
whole upper extremity, were removed. The patient has con- 
tinued well, and was shown in the theatre on the 
occasion of the present operation. In our accounts of this 
case we referred at some length to the history of operations 
of this character. It will not now be necessary, therefore, to do 
more than state that the ion which Sir William per- 
formed on the 19th inst. is the second only of its kind which 
has been done in the metropolis, the other case being that of 
the girl above mentioned. 

For the following notes we are indebted to Mr. Royes Bell, 
the surgical registrar, who, it should be recorded, performed 
the very trying task of keeping the patient under chloroform 
with the most perfect success. 








Josiah B——, aged forty, married, late of Queensland, New 
South Wales, was admitted into the hospital on the 7th of 


October last, with a osteo-sarcomatous tumour, involving 
the left -joint, and adjacent parts. Two 
years he fell on the left shoulder and cut it 


open a 
sharp of wood, The wound healed in a fortnight, leaving 
a a ay dew 8 visible. Two months pn ny bee 
noti e was becoming painful ; in 
months, that a tumour was ing. It increased rapidly 
for six months. He wend to sdner, where he was advised to 
come to England. The size of the tumour remained stationary 
from the time of his visit to Sydney till two months ago, since 
which time it has again increased rapidly. He has had a 
numbing pain in the shoulder ever since the commencement. 
This pain has been worse of late. ag ee ee pen 
robust health. He says that his father died after removal 
ola taninte fonen th Wade: He is to all appearances a strong 
man, and, with the exception of the tumour, in a good state of 
health. There is a large tumour in the left scapular region. 
It is smooth, in parts very hard, giving a bony sensation. The 
skin is freely movable over it, perfectly from disease, 
It moves easily with the ; but is immovable in its 
It oceupies the whole of the space behind 
the hand to cover it. 


hard, and the 
growth forward under the clavicle, but does not go above 
it into the clavicular region of the The subclavian can 


be readil ee ampen eam the first rib. The arm is free} 
movable wards and forwards, going with thoaeapulty ied 
it cannot be directly abducted. 

The following were the chief steps of the operation, which 
was brilliantly ‘ormed before a crowded theatre. The 
patient, under influence of chloroform, was on his 
right side, well over to the right edge of the table. Mr. Wood 


com the subclavian . Mr. Henry Smith assisted 
on the right, and Mr. Trevor, the house-suw on the left 
side. Sir William stood on the right side. The first incision 


was over the outer third of the clavicle, which was sawn 
through ; then a long sweeping cut from this point, curvinsw 
down in front of the shoulder, round the arm, over the deltoid, 
to the inferior je of the scapula. The shoulder-joint was 
found to be involved, the humerus being almost immovable. 
The flaps were then dissected off from the scapula, and the 
muscles divided along the upper and ventral borders of this 
bone, which, with the arm, was well tilted forwards, and the 
knife carried round with a circular sweep to the clavicle, 
whence the incision had tirst started—the important vessels 
and nerves being divided, so to speak, by the last cut. The 
flaps were then and the main vessel and others se- 
cured. Mr. Wood had the subclavian so well under control 
that there was no bleeding from it, and very little from the 
smaller arteries ; the man lost but six ounces of blood at most. 
Some spicule of bone were dissected from the posterior flap, 
and a piece sawn from the outer end of the clavicle, which was 
too long. The flaps, which were abundant, were brought 
together by sutures, and water- ing and strapping \ 
The man was under the influence of chloroform during the 
whole of the operation, but seemed to feel a shock when the 
main vessels and nerves were divided. The tumour, which 
was of an osteo-sarcomatous nature, was sent to the Royal 
College of Surgeons. 

Progress of the case.—Oct. 19th—Six P.M.: Pulse tolerably 
strong, 120. He has quite recovered from the effects of chlo- 
roform, and seems to be fairly comfortable. —Kight p.m.: Sick; 
unable to keep anything on his stomach. Enemata of brandy 
(half an ounce) and beef-tea (two ounces) every hour.—Twelve : 
Pulse much weaker, 140; he seems very faint; extremities 


warm. Respiration 3 <4 
20th.—Seven A.M. : irregular, Lee Pegg and not to be 
counted. Enemata have been persev i i 
amount of brandy, and at shorter intervals. 
and quinine were given by the rectum, followed at 
some slight improvement of the pulse.—One p.m. : 
ting weaker. ickness continues. Can only take ice 
mouth; cannot keep down champagne or 
continued.—Five p.m.: In spite of the stimulants and careful 
nursing and watching, he continued to get weaker and weak 
and became very restless at t. After a 
ium he became calmer, and ten minutes off and on. 
is respiration became more the extremities cold, and 
the body covered with a clammy sweat, 
im ; extremities cold. 


2ist.— Five A.M.: 
Great restlessness. Evidently fast.—Died at two P.M. 
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On mortem examination, the heart, liver, and kidneys 
were all found to be fatty; and there was an immense amount 
of fat throughout the body. 

The following remarks were made by Sir William Fi 
after the operation. They were noted down by Mr, Branca 
Mason, who has been kind enough to supply us with them. 

* This pati aes Ge wy “has ag 
lowing history :—He is fort, of age, a carpenter by 
trade. He enjoyed pac 3A ealth until two years ago, when 
he received a wound of the skin, two or three inches in length, 
over the spine of the left scapula. Soon he noticed 
a swelling in the region of shoulder-blade, which appeared 
to involye the substance of the bone, but was apparently not 
connected with the original wound. I imagine there must 
have been some previous growth in this locality which had es- 
caped the patient’e observation until he received the injury I 
have just alluded to. In a month or two the tumour became 
very perceptible, and has ever since gradually increased in size. 
He came from Australia for my advice, and was admitted into 

i ago. I have given all consideration 
to the case, and believe it to be one of those which, not many 
, would have been treated with ointments, lotions, 
lications ; and we should have had, in the 

time, old-fashioned fungus hematodes. I had 
no doubt in my own mind that the was the principal 
seat of disease; and as several cases of removal of t . mae 
have occurred in Mr. Syme’s and my own practice, | wou 
bane ae Mani resorted to this sodueoliog had it been possible. 
It was, however, clear that, although the disease was chiefly 
in the seapula, the humerus was so involved as to make the 
removal of the whole limb a matter of necessity. The large 
vessels, too, were so much fepplicated that I felt it my duty to 
i expedient for him to submit 
to the more formidable proceeding. You can now see for your- 
selves, in the imen before us, that I could ———- 
have removed the scapula without also taking away arm. 
You will, likewise, p< a ree amp the tumour projects 
under the clavicle, which is er reason for adopting the 
course I have pursued. The operation has been performed 
much as you saw it done two years ago in the case of a girl. 
Happily that case has turned out ectly well, and remains 
so. She was here to-day. The first part of this operation 
consisted in making a small incision in the skin over the centre 
of the clavicle, dividing this bone withasaw. I differ 
from the authority in the north in not removing the 
whole of the collar-bone in these cases, unless diseased. I then 
made a long incision from the centre of the clavicle, extending 
over the as far as the inferior angle of the la. 
I then dissected the skin from the tumour, and divided the 
soft parts at the base of the bone. Thus I was enabled to get 
under the bone; and I was still not without hope that I might 
find the tumour so isolated that I might save the arm. But, 
on reaching the vessels and nerves, I found they were so 
embedded in the diseased mass that I resolved to remove the 
whole limb. Accordingly | made a second incision, the ex- 
pres: aye! aertete tegen ep ahagmentie oe f age arr ne 
the axilla,  aperge was then soon com ividing 
the vessels with the last stroke of the rate Yeu pte have 
observed that there was no hemorrhage during this last step, 
owing to the admirable manner in which the main vessels were 
commanded by Mr. Wood. The eral loss of blood, too, 
throughout the operation was less might have been anti- 
cipated, It did not exceed, I should say, six ounces. This is 
the second operation of the kind that has been done in London ; 
and, however frightful to behold, it is one that must be re- 
sorted to in some cases, and one that I think we are perfectly 
justified in performing in order to save life.” 





8ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL. 
GUNSHOT WOUND OF THE LEFT LEG: RECOVERY. 
(Under the care of Mr. Layr.) 

Te following case has peculiar interest just now, when a 
vast number of good, bad, and indifferent sportsmen are 
ranging the turnips or coverts, and guns are especially liable 
to “‘go off” of their own accord. We are indebted to Mr. 
George Field, house-surgeon, for the notes. 

William E—, seventeen, was admitted into the hos- 
pital on ra Apr Red of the left 1 P On 
admission, he stated that he was shooting sparrows at Willes- 
den with his cousin, when the gun which the latter was carry- 
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ing went off, and the whole charge entered the calf of his left 

. His cousin was standing about four yards off at the time. 
Says it shook him very much, and that he lost a great deal of 
blood. He walked a few yards, but was very soon obliged to 
lie down. He was then i iately brought to the hospital. 

On examination, a lacerated wound of a very severe 
racter was seen just below the left knee, rather to the inner 
side, about three inches in diameter, and having around it 
numerous holes, through which shots had entered. Several 
shots were at once removed, and cold-water dressing ordered. 

Sept. 9th.-Passed a bad night; very feverish ; pulse 136 ; 
tongue ay ; leg is generally hot, not very painful, but slightly 
swollen ; lymph is exuding from shot holes. Cold irrigation 
ordered to the wound, and effervescing citrate of potash mix- 
ture three times a day. 

10th.—All around the injured surface there is a dusky halo, 
somewhat tender. He is not so feverish. Pulse 100. A fetid 
smell is exhaled from the wound. He has passed a good night. 
Tongue moist, Charcoal poultice ordered. 

1lth.—Feels better. Pulse 92. The dusky appearance has 
extended down the inner side of the leg to the ankle. 

12th.—Pulse small and weak. The duskiness has extended 
to the foot. Over the inner malleolus there is a quaggy feel- 
ing, pitting on pressure. The wound is red, onl gunevies 
glazed. Tongue furred. 

13th.—Several shots have come away. There is «edema all 
up the leg, more especially on the inner surface, as high as 
the knee. Pulse 88. Slough not yet separated. Ordered six 


ounces of port wine. 

16th.—Slough has ted, and left a clean granulating 
surface. a tendon of the soleus, somewhat wounded, lies 
exposed. Twenty-nine shots have come away. Quagginess 
quite gone. Sleeps and eats well. Pulse 100. 

20th.—He is going on well. Cold-water dressing ordered. 
Healthy granulations are seen al] over the wound. 
gradually beali better. Is taking quinine and iron. Wound 

ually healing. Sulphate-of-zinc lotion (two grains to the 
ounce) applied. From this time he got rapidly better. Alto- 
gether, sixty-one shots have come away. 

Oct. 20th.—The wound has not quite closed. Nitrate of 
silver has been applied to it for the last few days. Oan walk 
very well with the aid of erutches. The movements of the 
foot are nearly natural. 

22nd.—Discharged, cured, after being in the hospital about 


six weeks. 


Rediews and Hotices of Books. 


Illustrations of some of the principal Diseases of the Eye, with 
a Brief Account of their Symptoms, Pathology, and Treat- 
ment. By Henry Power, F.R.C.S., Surgeon to the Royal 
Westminster Ophthalmic Hospital; Assistant-Surgeon to, 
and Lecturer on Physiology at, the Westminster Hospital. 
Svo, pp. 631; with 72 Chromo-lithographs. London: 
Chu and Sons, 1867. 

A B0oK has long been wanted in ophthalmic surgery which 
would include in one volume a descriptive account of the sur- 
gery and diseases of the eye. Many good works have been 
brought out on special ophthalmic subjects, such as diseases 
of the accommodation, and injuries of the eye; but during the 
last few years no attempt has been made by an English author 
to embrace in a single volume the whole subject of ophthal- 
mology. The work which Mr. Power has now produced will 
in some measure supply this void. The title of the work hardly 
indicates its scope. Not only are the “‘ principal diseases of the 
eye” described, but each chapter is prefaced by a brief account of 
the general anatomy and physiology of the part of the eye of 
which it treats. The usefulness of such an arrangement is 
self-evident ; for it is impossible to appreciate rightly the 
morbid changes in a structure without being first cognisant 
of its nature and functions in health. 

The book opens with seventy-two chromo-lithographs ; fifty- 
four of which represent diseases of the eye and the orbit, whilst 
the remaining eighteen show the ophthalmoscopic appearances 
of the morbid states of the fundus of the eye. Many of these 
coloured drawings are very good, but there are some which 
evidently fail to do justice to the originals, which were drawn 
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by the skilful hand of the author. Opposite to each of the 
chromo-lithographs, on the corresponding page, there is de- 
scriptive letterpress, which gives briefly the account of the 
case from which the illustration was made. 

The book is divided into eleven chapters. The first gives 
an account of the anatomy of the Orbit, and then treats of 
the diseases and injuries to which it is exposed. The second 
chapter, on Strabismus, in which the author describes first the 
action of the different muscles of the eye, and then the various 
forms of convergent and divergent squint, is very clear and 
intelligible. The subject is complicated, but it has been 
rendered easy by the lucid manner in which it has been 
handled, The third chapter is devoted to diseases of the 
Lachrymal Organs, and the fourth to diseases of the Eyelids. 
The different operations for the relief of ectropion and entro- 
pion are here fully described. It is a pity, however, that 
more care had not been taken in drawing the woodcuts, which 
are certainly far below the usual standard of excellence. In 
the fifth chapter the author enters fully into the diseases of 
the Conjunctiva, which include the various forms of ophthal- 
mia, granular lids, and pterygium. The next four chapters 
are occupied with the diseases of the eye itself. The various 
structures which enter into the formation of the eye, and the 
diseases to which each is liable, are described in succession. 
The tenth chapter is devoted to wounds and injuries of the 
eye ; and the last chapter gives a good account of the diseases 
of the accommodation and refraction. 

The author, in speaking of the treatment of glaucoma 
(p. 421), compares the value of the operation of division of 
the ciliary muscle with that of iridectomy. His bias is de- 
cidedly in favour of ‘‘ cylicotomy,” as the operation is termed ; 
and he describes, as the dangers of iridectomy, a series of 
casualties which, by those who know how and when to perform 
that operation, will be regarded as so many phantoms. 

In speaking of iridectomy (p. 421), he says: 
very frequent result of the operation ;” and, at p. 422, “i 
some cases violent inflammation of the globe succeeds, and in in 
not a few cases the new pupil becomes filled by exudation and 
neoplastic formations, which gradually obscure and finally 
abolish vision.” The experience of the large majority of the 
English and continental ophthalmic surgeons will not bear out 
these statements. No doubt such results may occasionally 
follow the operation; but they are quite exceptional, and, 
when iridectomy is properly performed in suitable cases, they 
are exceedingly rare. 

Whilst praising the book, as a whole, we are bound in jus- 
tice to our readers to state some of its manifest imperfections. 
In treating so comprehensive a subject as ‘‘the principal dis- 
eases of the eye” in a single volume, one defect must almost 
necessarily exist; and that is, the cursorily glancing over of 
important topics which deserve to be dealt with more fully. 
Thus tumours of the orbit occupy but little more than a page; 
and sympathetic ophthalmia and cancer of the eye have not 
received their full meed of attention. Notwithstanding these 
omissions, the book is good and practical. It contains much 
valuable information, and should be read by all who make 
ophthalmic surgery a study. 


OUR LIBRARY TABLE. 


A Dictionary of General Biography, with a Classified and 
Chronological Index of the principal Names, Edited by W. 
L. R. Cares. London: Longmans.—Based on the thirteenth 
edition of the well-known “ Treasury of Biography,” the pre- 
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sent work has been enriched, the editor informs us, by the | 


addition of about 500 articles, and forms a portly volume of 
1300 pages, No one can deny the great utility of such a book, 
if it be characterised by fulness, succinctness, and accuracy, 


and to these merits the work under notice has undoubtedly | wood and Co, 


| 
| 








we have no reason to believe of frequent occurrence in the 
book,—namely, in the article headed ‘‘Wakley, Thomas,” 
the subject of the sketch is stated to have been born at 
‘*Manbury,” instead of Membuary. A very important part of 
the volume is the classified and chronological index, which 
will be exceedingly useful to both authors and readers. It 
would, however, have been convenient to have either arranged 
the orders alphabetically, or to have indicated their position 
in the index by giving the number of the page. This dictionary 
is a welcome addition to our works of easy reference, 

The Elements of Natural Philosophy; or, an Introduction 
to the Study of the Physical Sciences. By Cuar.es Brooke, 
M.A., F.R.S. Based on the Treatise by the late Golding Bird, 
M.D. The Sixth Edition, and Third by the present Author, 
amended and greatly enlarged. Small 8vo, pp. 851. J. 
Churchill and Sons.—The best of all manuals of natural philo- 
sophy in this edition becomes still better. Mr. Brooke has 
done all that was needed to keep the work the foremost of its 
kind, The chapters devoted to magnetism and electricity are 
beyond praise. This work is especially the manual of the 
English medical student, and it is essential to the right pursuit 
of his studies. 

The Irritable Bladder. By ¥F. J. Gant, F.R.C.S, Second 
Edition. Churchill.—In this issue of his book, Mr, Gant has 
devoted the first section to the consideration of the etiology of 
the disease. Section 2 treats exclusively of local and internal 
causes ; and the third section, which is devoted to the patho- 
logy, enters fully into the abnormal condition of the blood as 
associated with morbid states of the urine, and into the 
physical, microscopical, and chemical conditions of this fluid 
as tested by examination. The treatment is fully and ably 
discussed, and there are some yery judicious remarks on pre- 
ventive treatment. In this edition, Mr. Gant—we think with 
a wise discretion—has omitted the relation of some cases which 
appeared in his first, and devoted the space thus obtained to 
the rules and particulars of treatment. 

Studies: Biographical and Literary. By Groner Koss, 
M.D. 8vo, pp. 168. London: Simpkin and Marshall.— 
Pr. Ross tells us that he has been in the habit of delivering a 
lecture once a year before an association of which he is a mem- 
ber, and he took the opportunity of straying out of the way of 
the subject-matter of his every-day life, in the attempt to get 
some intellectual recreation out of his studies for these occa- 
sions, Some of the results are put into print in the work before 
us. The ‘‘Studies” refer to Shakespere, the mad characters 
in his works, and the sonnets and characters of the same 
author,—to Dr. Johnson, and Sir Walter Raleigh. Those of 
our readers who have leisure will find gratification in the 
perusal of these essays. 

A Handbook of Gymnastics and Athletics. By E. G. 
RaveEnstELy, F.R.G.S., &., President of the German Gym- 
nastic Society, London ; and Joun Ha.iey, Gymnasiarch of 
Liverpool. With numerous Woodcut Illustrations from Origi- 
nal Designs. 8vo, pp. 408. Triibner & Co,—Whatever a 
book can do towards conveying a knowledge of gymnastics, 
this book does. The authors use the term gymnastics in a 
very comprehensive fashion, rightly including many athletic 
games. To all interested in the subject we heartily commend 
the work; and we take the opportunity of recommending 
medical students, at the outset of their studies, to make them- 
selves acquainted practically and theoretically with gymnas- 
ties. Asa healthful amusement, nothing better could be pur- 
sued; and a knowledge of gymnastics will become an im- 
portant assistant, subsequently, in the treatment of sundry 
maladies. 

The Civil Service Geography. By the late Lance.or 
DaLryMPLe Spence, Edited by Tomas Gray, one of the 
Assistant-Secretaries to the Board of Trade. London: Lock- 
1867.—This is a compact little book, and is 


very high claims. By the way, we may here point out a | the youngest born of the various geographical works that are 


typographical error on page 1187,—of a kind, however, which ' now vigorously putting forth their leaves after the recent 
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Continental changes. It contains a very large amount of 
information in a small space, is written in a lucid style, and 
will be particularly valuable to students who have little time 
before them in working up for the Civil Service Examinations, 
This is, indeed, the special object of the work, and we believe 
that the object has been well and carefully accomplished. 





The Lancet Sanitary Commission 


INVESTIGATING THE STATE 


or THE 


INFIRMARIES OF WORKHOUSES. 


COUNTRY WORKHOUSE INFIRMARIES. 


No. IV, 
WOLVERHAMPTON WORKHOUSE, STAFFORDSHIRE. 


Ir cleanliness be as nearly related to godliness as is gene- 
rally supposed, it is to be hoped that the Church Congress in 
Wolverhampton will not have been held in vain, for assuredly 
the introduction of the former virtue is greatly needed in this 
dirty town. The roads are black with coal, and soot begrimes 
the houses and the people. The Smoke Prevention Act, if it 
exist, is never put in force, and hundreds of chimneys vomit 
forth volumes of dense black clouds, which darken the atmo- 
sphere around. 

The workhouse is situated on the Bilston-road, and its dirty 
appearance reflects the character of the surrounding district. 
It was erected immediately after the introduction of the 
amended Poor Law on one of the most approved models of the 
time. The clerk’s office and board room are placed in front. 
Behind them is the master’s residence and office; and the 
kitchen forms the centre, from which radiate a series of diver- 
gent buildings, with yards between, each being devoted to a 

class. To this fan-shaped arrangement successive 
additions have been made, more than £10,000 having been 
spent upon improvements within the last ten years. These 
additions have destroyed the regularity: thus the dining-room 
is tacked on to the kitchen; and the infirmaries are in close 
connexion with the engine-house, the furnace chimney rising 
immediately in front of one of the sick-room windows. Every 
part of the establishment was shown us by the master, to 
whose: kindness and ingenuity the sick in particular are in- 
debted for many of the comforts to be presently described. 
Some idea may be formed of the extent and straggling cha- 
racter of the buildings when we state that there are more than 
120 wards besides the necessary offices, and that it took five 
hours to inspect the whole. 

The first block of buildings on the left is devoted to the 
aged men, of whom there are 162 at present in the honse. 
Many are blind; many are lame; and all are unfit for work. 
The good, bad, and indifferent are all mixed up together; the 
wicked and the unfortunate come to the same end, and are 
treated both alike. The first day-room, which is only eight 
feet high, was positively stifling. Sitting round a huge fire, 
large enough to roast a sheep, were some fifty individuals. 
Every seat was occupied. Throughout the establishment the 
fires are immense. Coals are only 6s. 9d. a ton, delivered on 
the premises ; but surely the price does not justify the waste- 
ful consumption of thirty tons a week. The appearance of 
these aged inmates is melancholy in the extreme. They sit 
listlessly about the yards, or pick a bit of oakum in the wards. 
th ey have no papers, pictures, or amusements to pass away 
the time. Many have been there for years. They have a 
holiday once in five weeks, when they are permitted to go out 
to see their friends, Their life is practically one of perpetual 
“onfinement, with the sole prospect of being released by death. 





But, further than the mere confinement, their generally dirty 
aspect struck us with peculiar pain. We never saw criminal 
prisoners in such dirty clothes, or with such filthy persons. 
There are no baths, and, with one exception, the lavatories 
are insufficient. The fifty inmates of the ward already noticed 
wash in a kind of sink, and only two towels are given out 
daily for their use. 

The next and similarly constructed block of buildings con- 
tains the able-bodied men, not three of whom are fit to doa 
fair day’s work. Ten men were sitting in the day-room, all of 
whom are crippled or infirm. The dormitories on this side of 
the house are greatly overcrowded. In Ward 30, for example, 
which contains 4892 cubic feet, 22 persons slept the night 
before our visit; giving only 222 cubic feet per man. As 300 
cubic feet of space is ordered by the Poor-law Board, the 
regulations have not been complied with. 

At the extremity of the able-bodied wing, but opening on 
the other side, is the boys’ school. The schoolroom is low 
and overcrowded. There are more than a hundred boys. 
Their general appearance was healthy, and it speaks well for 
the workhouse dietary that one boy had gained 18lbs. in 
weight during the first month after his admission. The boys 
are clothed in fustian, and are personally dirty. There is a 
bath, but the lavatories are small, and the supply of towels 
scanty, though more are promised. Itch is rarely absent from 
the school ; three boys are under treatment in the infirmary 
at the present time, and others had traces of disease. 

We passed through the dining-hall to the female side. It is 
a T-shaped room, and is used also as a chapel, for which it is 
totally unfit. It must be difficult to divert the paupers’ 
thoughts from dinner to devotion, especially as the seats and 
tables are so closely placed that no one can kneel down. The 
women’s wards are similarly constructed to the men’s. The 
sewing and knitting rooms were sadly overcrowded—a fact re- 
ported some time back by one of the Visiting Committee, but 
not remedied. The nursery also is in a crowded state, thirty 
infants and eighteen orphans being crammed into two small 
rooms. In these the babies and children were crying in 
cradles and on the floor, without a single plaything to appease 
them. 

Of the general construction of the house, and of all the 
arrangements for the health and cleanliness of the inmates, 
we feel bound to express the strongest condemnation; and we 
can only be surprised that they satisfy the guardians, several of 
whom are clergymen who take considerable interest in the 
welfare of the poor. 

From this painful subject we turn with great satisfaction 
to the arrangements for the imbeciles and sick. And here it 
is gratifying to state, that not only did the authorities antici- 
pate the visit of our commissioner, but were prepared to show 
him everything and welcome his advice. The inquiries as to 
the state of the London workhouses had evidently aroused the 
zeal of the medical officer, the energy and ingenuity of the 
master, and the humanity of the guardians. During the last 
two years a series of important improvements have been made, 
amounting to a perfect revolution in the treatment of the sick 
and imbecile. The old sick wards have been painted and 
ventilated, new ones have been added, and all have been 
furnished with the comforts we shall presently describe. New 
imbecile wards were also built, and special attendants were 
engaged. In February last, a special visit was paid by Dr. 
E. Smith, and, although the Poor-law Board have not favoured 
the guardians with a copy of his report, a letter was received 
from the ordinary inspector, in consequence of which 400 
ventilators were put in, detached infectious wards were built, 
baths have been ordered to be placed in all the wards, and 
the closets are to be materially improved—facts which are 
more than sufficient to show the value of professional inspec- 
tion, and prove that the guardians are willing to carry out all 
reasonable recommendations when asked to do so. 

The male and female imbeciles are housed in a special build- 
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ing, which is reached from the ba ueleaiaad tea, “There a are 
thirty-two females, of whom eleven are subject to epileptic fits. 
The ward is commodious and comfortably furnished. The ven- 
tilation has been improved. The walls are coloured, and hung 
about with cheerful pictures. The windows are furnished with 
blinds, There is a good table, several guarded fires, and com- 
fortable seats and couches, At the end is a padded room, 
which is, however, rarely used ; and lavatories and closets are 
conveniently placed. There is a paid superintendent, with 
several pauper helpers, and the general appearance of the 
patients was extremely satisfactory. They have a large and 
agreeable airing-ground, and those who are fit are taken to 
walk in the garden when the weather permits. On the male 
side are thirty-five inmates, of whom a few only are epileptic. 


One was confined to bed, but he had a fire in the room, His | 


appearance betokened that his welfare was well looked after. 
A member of the Visiting Committee has drawn attention to 
the state of idleness in which the imbeciles exist. When dis- 
tributed throughout the workhouses this willing class is often 
imposed upon by other inmates, and overworked. But here 
there is the opposite extreme. Under proper supervision they 
would be happier and better if employed in open-air pursuits ; 
but we fear this cannot be done until they are collected in 
special district asylums, with land attached. 

The infirmary consists of a series of buildings more or less 
isolated, of various ages and degrees of fitness. The oldest 
wards are, for the most part, 30ft. long, 16 ft. wide, and only 9ft. 
high. Originally there were windows on one side only, but 
others have been added lately on the other side, In these 
the waterclosets open directly upon the wards, and formerly 
the washing apparatus consisted in a small corner sink outside 
the door, Other wards are only 10 ft. high ; but in the new 
infectious wards, which are not yet occupied, nothing is left 
to be desired. They are 20 ft. wide, and 12ft. high. The 
bath-rooms, closets, lavatories, and nurses’ apartments are 
convenient and well constructed. The windows are opposite, 
and open freely from the top; and Captain Galton’s system of 
ventilation is adopted throughout. Each ward may be kept 
completely separate, and the only drawback seems to be that 
all the supplies will have to be furnished from the general 
kitchen, involving a constant traffic to and fro. Throughout 
the sick wards the furniture is new and excellent. The bed- 
steads are good, and many of them lift up. Many of the 
mattresses are stuffed with hair, and the ticks are covered 
with movable brown holland. The rest are of wool, and well 
filled. The walls are cheerfully coloured, and decorated with 
pictures. The windows have green sun-shades. Over each 
bed is a tin shelf, which holds the dietary ticket, the medicine, 
and any other small object which may be immediately required. 
At each bedside is a small locker, on which is placed a copy of 
the Psalms and Testament, and which holds the brush and 
ecmb and other little necessaries. There is an abundance of 
easy chairs, stuffed padded benches, and dining-tables. It is 
also contemplated to give bed-tables for the bedridden ; and 
even now they are supplied with a cloth to protect the sheets 
from dirt. This part of the workhouse contrasted most 
strongly as to cleanliness with what we had previously seen. 
The floors are beautifully clean, and there is cocoa-nut mat- 
ting between the beds. Iron wash-basins, glazed inside, with 
plenty of towels and sheets, are supplied to every ward. The 
nursing is under the charge of a paid man and woman, who 
have numerous pauper assistants. There is no night nurse, as 
the surgeon thinks that such 4 person disturbs those who are 
inclined to sleep. In serious cases, a pauper is ordered to sit 
up, and in that case the daily duty is for the time dispensed 
with. All the pauper nurses are placed upon the sick list for 
extra beer and diet, and it is contemplated to clothe them in a 

ial dress. We have already expressed our opinion upon 
the employment of pauper nurses, except in the lowest offices, 
and we can only regret that so much confidence is reposed in 
them by the authorities of the Wolverhampton Union. 





The | medicines, beer, wine, and ‘wpirits are good in quality, 
and are given out from the surgery, under the immediate in- 
spection of the superintendent nurses, The medicines ap- 
peared abundant, and well dispensed. The bottles were clearly 
labeled, each ward had a graduated measure, and the nurses 
were able to read the labels. The medicines are found by the 
surgeon, who appears to take a deep interest in his work. His 
salary is £200 per annum, which includes attendance on every 
possible case—midwifery included. 

The surgery contains every appliance for the sick: such as 
| bed-pans, foot-warmers, &c, The lying-in ward is a cheerful 
| room, separated from the other wards, The windows were 
| gay with flowers. There are four patients, and a second room 
| is occupied when more comein, The cubic space is 2560 ft. ; 
and, perhaps, it would be safer to take out a bed. The pre- 
sent venereal wards are inferior to the rest; but we presume 
| that the patients will shortly be removed to the new building. 
| Ward 95 is a gloomy-looking place, and is the least fitted for 
| the sick of any that we saw. 

Now, it may be reasonably asked if, notwithstanding this 
satisfactory account, there remains anything to find fault 
with; and, in the belief that the guardians Will be glad to 
have defects brought before their notice, we venture to proceed. 

First, then, many of the wards are still overcrowded 
for example, Ward 74 is 36 ft. long, 16 ft. wide, and only 9 ft. 
high. Its eubie is, therefore, 5184 feet. It contains at 

nt thirteen or less than 400 cubic feet per bed. 
ards 9] and 92 would also be better with four Dede tm instead 
of five. The same remark applies to several other wards, 
though in a somewhat less degree. A moderate diminution in 
the number of beds throughout the infirmary would greatly 
add to the eomfort of the patients, and would approximate the 
space to that which is recommended by the Cubic Space Com- 
missioners. 

In the next place, we would strongly recommend that one 
of the wards be converted into a day-room. Not only would 
this arrangement be better for the convalescent ts, but 
it would conduce to the quietude and cleanliness of the entire 
establishment. An g which saves traflic into the wards 
diminishes dirt and contributes to the quietness n for 
the really sick, whilst those who can take exercise fog a do 
so without disturbing the other patients. 

But the most objectionable feature in the Me ape oo 
Workhouse is the central kitchen. It is small, dark, and 
centre of workhouse gossip, because the attendants hae 
assemble to receive the food for all the inmates. Every meal 
has to be carried to the imbecile, sick, and infectious wards, 
across a dirty yard and passage ; and although the master has 
invented a water-tray to keep the rations warm, the traffic is 
most objectionable, as it keeps up a constant communication 
between the patients and inmates of every portion of the 
house. Even the attendants upon the fever and infected 

tients will draw their food from the same source. We 

eard that it was in contemplation to tre the peated 
but we would su that, instead of doing this, a se 
kitchen should be built for the use of the sick and im 
the steaming part of which might easily be accomplished by 
connexion with the engine-boiler. 

Mh A age seriny: wards are very bad, and have been 

rted by the inspector of the district. 

n conclusion, we congratulate the guardians upon their 
recognition of the fact that sickness is not a crime ; and we 
trust that ere long old age and infirmity will be treated with 
more respect, and those who suffer from mere misfortune be 
given greater liberty. 

Since writing the above, we have received a letter from the 
master of the workhouse, stating that there is at the present 
moment an unusual number of inmates, in consequence of the 
depression of trade in the Wolverhampton district. He also 
desires to state that the number of beds has been reduced in 
No, 30 ward, and that the condition of the day nurseries will 
be —— before the guardians at their next meeting. 








Paswnax Umvow. —-At a full meeting of the guard- 
ians of the Farnham Union held on Thursday, it was 
to communicate with the Poor-law Board and ask that 





ne 





and public inquiry t be instituted into the condition of 
their workhouse, and the charges made against its administra- 
tion. 
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Tue whole question of the principles on which the State 
ought to base its system of relief to the poor who become 
helpless through sickness or infirmity has been raised afresh 
within the last few weeks. No one who has studied atten- 
tively the Reports of our Commissioners on Windsor, West 
Ham, and Farnham workhouses, and the various comments 
and replies which they have called forth in the public press, 
can fail to perceive that the question of Poor-law reform has 
entered upon quite a new stage. 

When Tue Lancer first instituted a series of inquiries into 
the management of workhouse infirmaries in London, the 
general opinion among those who were supposed to have had 
most practical experience of the shortcomings and failures of 
the Poor-law system seems to have been something like the 
following. In large towns, and especially in cities like London, 
and the towns most nearly approaching it in size and popula- 
tion, it was believed that certain special abuses prevailed, 
These abuses, it was thought, were to be easily accounted for 
by the characte of the class from which the guardians of the 
poor were necessarily chosen in urban districts. The poorest 
aud most crowded parishes,—those in which the phenomena 
of pauper sickness were more complicated and difficult, as 
well as more pressing for treatment than anywhere ¢lse,— 
were just those in which no persons of the more educated 
classes resided, and the management of such a large under- 
taking was naturally supposed to be beyond the capacities of 
persons of the small shopkeeping class. Accordingly, it was 
presumed, with much show of reason, that in rural districts, 
where the influence of highly educated squires and clergy, 
and of substantial farmers who have never felt the pinch of 
pecuniary want, is predominant, a more liberal and intelligent 
management must prevail. We confess that, like others, we 
for a time entertained this amiable delusion. Our faith in this 
view received, however, a rude shock from the investigations 
made last year into the condition of the workhouse infirmary of 
the rich and prosperous parish of Paddington. And when at 
length, roused by repeated complaints and appeals which we 
had received from different parts of the country, we proceeded 
to inquire methodically into the state of provincial workhouse 
infirmaries, we speedily found that the old tradition of rural 
happiness under a paternal squirearchy had no sort of founda- 
tion in truth, so far as regards that lange class of the provincial 
poor whose time of sickness or of old age is necessarily spent 
within the walls of workhouses. If we had beforehand 
carefully selected the very best place in which to put the 
eurrent theory to the test, we could hardly have chosen a 
more favourable spot for the purpose than Farnham, The 
workhouse of this place is the centre of a district which 
swarms with landed magnates, with a pious and popular 
clergy under the superintendence of a venerable bishop, and 
with farmers whose fields and hop-grounds represent a large 
aggregate of comfortable middle-class prosperity. From such 











classes, and from the better educated of the shopkeepers, the 
guardians of Farnham are drawn. 

We are not going to insult our readers with the question 
whether they think this typically-selected board has succeeded 
im proving that the guardian system, when unhampered by 
the influences of poverty and ignorance on the part of the admi- 
nistrators of the law, is adapted to the needs of the poor. Our 
Commissioners’ report, the accuracy and moderation of which 
has been so amply confirmed by independent evidence, has 
proved the existence of a state of things at Farnham Workhouse 
which for years past has made that establishment a disgrace 
to the country. And we now desire to call the attention of 
the public to the proved sources of that inefliciency which, in 
the instance of Farnham, has scandalised the whole com- 
munity. 

The first of these sources is found in that commonplace 
weakness of humanity, which we call selfishness. The able and 
earnest letters which Mr. Wicurman, one of the minority 
among the guardians who have vainly protested against the 
evil customs of Farnham, has addressed to 7'he Times, are 
sufficient to convince the most sceptical person that the double 
temptation of saving the rates, and of having one’s own way 
and giving everything to one’s own people, has been too much for 
the majority of a guardian-board, which nevertheless contained 
among its number many persons who in private life would 
scorn a mean or unjust action, and would indignantly repu- 
diate the idea of wanton cruelty to the suffering poor. 

A second and even more important cause of the guardians’ 
shortcomings has been the privacy and irresponsibility of their 
position. Even the most scandalous events, in such a place as 
Farnham Workhouse, make so little noise in the outside world, 
that the conscience of a guardian feels no reverberating shock 
to heighten its own regret and humiliation ; and the lesson 
which might have been so useful loses half its force. 

But a far more powerful agent in the production of the 
disgraceful state of things which has prevailed at Farnham 
was the inefficiency, one might almost say the total absence, 
of skilled official inspection which might correct the preju- 
dices and mistakes of local ignorance. We cannot possibly 
have any personal feeling against the gentleman whose con- 
duct in the inspectorship of the Farnham district we have 
been obliged to criticise so severely. And while reaffirming, 
as we do now in the most emphatic manner, our statement as 
to the remarkable evidences of inefficient supervision which 
are furnished by the inspector’s entries in the Visitors’ Book 
at Farnham, we cannot omit this opportunity of impressing 
on the public mind the fact that the inspector of this district 
is only one of a number of officials, appointed to similar 
charges in various parts of England, and sedulously trained by 
their superiors in a system which almost necessarily leads to 
slackness in the discharge of duty, But the worst sign which 
the Poor-law Board has given of its disposition to resist re- 
form is its hesitation about ordering a public inquiry into the 
abuses alleged by our Commissioners to exist at Farnham. 
An extraordinary statement appeared in The Times to the 
effect that the medical adviser of the Board, Dr. Epwarp 
Situ, had recommended this course, and expressed himself 
as hostile to publicity in the matter of workhouse inspection. 
We are glad to see that in Thursday's Times Dr. Surrn 
denies this charge. It would indeed be incredible that 
Dr. Smrru should give advice which would encourage the 
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Poor-law Board to expose itself to the contempt and repre- | 


hension of the whole country, and would lay himself open to 
a charge of the deepest ingratitude to his professional brethren. 
But from whomsoever the advice comes, one thing is certain— 
that it recommends a fatal policy. We call earnestly upon 
Lord Devon—unless he wishes to see a new agitation arise, 
which may end by abolishing his department altogether—to 
rise superior to the petty jealousies of his official assistants. 
He must surely be struck with the vigour and unanimity with 
which the public voice has demanded that the whole story of 
the iniquities of Farnham Workhouse shall be sifted to the 
bottom. If the repeated and urgent representations of almost 
every one of the first-class daily and weekly journals be not 
sufficient to convince him of the urgency of the case, and the 
intolerable injustice of smothering up such a business with a 





private report, all we can say is that the affair cannot, and 
will not, end here. If redress may not be had otherwise, it 
must be sought at the hands of Parliament during the ap- 
proaching autumn session. 


eH 


Tue very able and thoroughly impartial Report by Mr. 
J, Nerren Rapceutrre on the character of, and circumstances 
attending, the epidemic of cholera in London last year (which 
forms part of the Appendix to the Ninth Report of the Medical 
Officer of the Privy Council), affords a very remarkable illus- 
tration of the value of circumstantial evidence when it is ap- 
plied with sound discretion, and as the result of carefully 
weighed previous experience. At the very outset of the East 
London “‘ explosion,” its peculiar localisation at once attracted 
the attention of those who, having closely studied the history 
of previous visitations of cholera, were alive to the weak points 
in our defences against the propagation of the disease ; and in 
the Registrar-General’s Return for the last week in J uly, Dr. 
Farr did not hesitate to point out the probable contamination 
of the water-supply over the infected area as the source of cho- 
leraic propagation. Indeed, we are privileged to quote a para- 
graph from a letter written by Dr. Farr to Prof, FRANKLAND, 
dated Aug. 4th, which reads almost like an inspiration now that 
the facts are known: ‘‘ My theory is, that in some strait they 
(the East London Company) supplied for some day or days 
their water from the uncovered reservoirs at Old Ford, con- 
taminated in some way or other. These reservoirs are in pos- 
sible communication with their pumping-wells ; but they do 
not admit that they ever take water from any but the covered 
reservoir containing filtered water.” In fact, three days pre- 
viously, Mr. Greaves, the Company’s engineer, had written 
to the newspapers, declaring that ‘not a drop of unfiltered 
water has for several years past been supplied by the Company 
for any purpose.” Subsequently the Commission appointed by 
Tue Lancer to inquire into the causes of the outbreak, re- 
ported that the East London water had in all probability been 
at fault; and the following extract indicates the presumed 
source whence the epidemic influence was conveyed over the 
district of attack :— 
“Lf we had learned that the open reservoirs or the Lea at 
wearer Pi ma to furnish some of the water sent out 
y the pany, or if leakage or soakage had taken 
place from the Lea into the Company’s covered reservoir at its 
side, we think there would be good grounds for believing that 
ejecta from cholera subjects had thus got into the water. For, 





from the vessels arriving in the Thames containing such sub- 





jects, the Thames water would get charged with these ejecta 
near the mouth of the river and the entrance of the Limehouse 


| Cut, and thence be carried by the tide up to, and beyond Old 


Ford.”* 


The general conclusions of our Commission were favourable 
to the hypothesis advanced by Dr. Farr, that the exciting 
cause of the choleraic “ explosion” was in action for a short 
time, and then ceased ; and Mr. Rapcuirrg states that this 
is the theory ‘‘ which best includes the principal facts of the 
explosion.” 

It will be remembered that in evidence before the Rivers 
Commission on December 10th, the engineer of the East 
London Water Company admitted that these very open reser- 
voirs had been ‘drawn upon once last year, and also in 1864. 
But because cholera did not break out in 1864 after the dose 
of unfiltered water which was administered to the East Lon- 
doners, the engineer of the Company seemed to think that, 
a fortiori, it could not have been the repetition of that dose 
which propagated cholera in 1866. The Rivers Commission 
accepted the fact that at the time of the outbreak of cholera 
the water supplied by the East London Company had received 
‘*an admixture of some unfiltered water drawn from an open 
and partially abandoned reservoir,” which they mildly say 
‘‘ was unquestionably reprehensible ;” but, on the whole, they 
are disposed to let the Company off very easily, on the ground 
that to the concurrence of other local conditions of insalubrity 
the outbreak may have been due. And a Select Committee 
of the House of Commons have reported their general + coneur- 
rence in the conclusions arrived at by Captain TYLEnr (acting 
on behalf of the Board of Trade), that the impure waters of 
the Lea admitted to the open reservoirs had on occasion been 
distributed to the consumers, and that there was considerable 
soakage from the Lea into the ordinary covered service reser- 
voirs; but the Committee ‘think it right to observe that the 
evidence leads to the opinion that the spread of cholera might 
equally be ascribed to defective sanitary arrangements, and to 
other causes.” 

There is, of course, no denying the possibility that unfavour- 
able local conditions may have at any rate been the cause of 
the excessive severity of the epidemic in the Eastern districts ; 
but the probabilities are, as Mr, Rapciirre shows most 
clearly, immensely against such a way of accounting for the 
origin and suddenly rapid spread of the attack within a limited 
area. ‘Neither the meteorology of the period, nor altitude, 
nor the nature of the soil, nor density of population, nor filth, 
nor the state of the sewerage, nor locality, affords any expla- 
nation of the peculiar localisation of the outbreak in the east 
districts.” As we have again and again remarked, there were 
parts of London in which, save as to one particular, the local 
conditions were as bad as, or worse than, any to be found in 
East London at that time; yet for weeks the epidemic was 
almost exclusively confined within an area where alone the one 
element of water-supply was adjudged to be, as it is now 
proved to have been, subject to special contamination. 

Mr. Rapcuirre has traced with the utmost minuteness the 
links in the chain of evidence inculpating the Water Company. 
The first undoubted cases of epidemic cholera occurred on the 
26th and 27th of June,.at No, 12, Priory-street, Bromley; and 

* Tae Lancet, Sept. 8th, 1866. 


+ In the draft report as originally submitted to the Committee by the 
chairman, Mr. Ayrton, the expression is “ entire concurrence.” 
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dejecta of these patients passed from the watercloset of 
the house into a drain and sewer directly communicating with 
the Lea at Bow-bridge, about six hundred yards from the 
northern open “disused” reservoir of the Water Company. 
The temperature at the time was excessive—promoting, there- 
fore, in the highest degree, decomposition of the excrementi- 
tious contents of the river, which was in a peculiarly foul 
state from want of flushing. The inference legitimately fol- 
lows that some of the choleraic poison which had got into the 
river went with the water which habitually soaked into the 
northern reservoir, and was thence, on the one occasion which 
has been admitted, passed into the service mains and pipes of 
the Company, mingling with the supply of filtered water from 
the covered reservoirs, which had run short. 

Mr. Raociirre very impartially considers the objections 
which have been raised to the theory of water-propagation, 
based on the immunity enjoyed by certain localities within 
the area of the Old Ford supply, and he suggests that this 
immunity may perhaps correspond with certain distinctions of 
supply as between the Old Ford and Lea Bridge service, about 
which no proof is possible, Mr, Rapcurrre argues that the 
positive and more generally applicable facts may justly, and 
for all practical purposes, be taken to warrant the conclusion 
at which, after a patient and thorough analysis of the evi- 
lence, he has arrived, apparently in contradiction with certain 
negative facts of much more restricted application —namely, 
that the outbreak of cholera was produced by the distribution 
of infected water by the East London Company. 

After giving his most careful judgment to the facts which 
Mr. Rapcuirre has adduced, Mr. Suwon expresses his concur- 
rence in the substance of the verdict against the Water Com- 
pany, at the same time admitting the force of the apparent 
contradictions, which he is unable to explain. The great 
question is how the “terrible scattering of the germs of the 
disease” took placé, and the answer of Mr. Rapcwrere is in 
substance that the East London Water Company did the 
mischief. And if the cholera germs are living molecules or 
organisms, the uniformity of their distribution in water would 
depend on a variety of conditions. Only one in ten or more 
persons may actually swallow these germs; and even if the 
whole ten did swallow them, it by no means follows that they 
would all be affected in an equal degree, In certain states the 
body would be in a greater condition of receptivity than in 
others, and this fact alone would be sufficient reason why 
exceptional cases of immunity occur. But, as Mr. Stmon very 
justly remarks, our knowledge of the cholera contagium, and 
of its modes of operation on the human body, is far too imper- 
fect to admit of any precise attempt to account for the eccen- 
tricities of its course. We must be content with carefully 
noting particulars which are well defined and admit of little 
doubt, and to bear in mind that “exceptions prove the rule.” 

One cannot be otherwise than painfully impressed, on study- 
ing the evidence contained in Mr. Rancurrre’s Report and in 
other documents on the same subject, with the disadvantage 
at which the public are placed in regard to a matter so vitally 
affecting them as the purity of their water-supply, when the 
Companies, in whose hands that supply is a monopoly, secretly 
infringe the law, trusting to the difficulties by which discovery 
is virtually rendered next to impossible. In the present in- 
stance, by circumstances more or less fortuitous, the sin of 
the East London Company has found it out, and it is greatly 





to be regretted that a heavy penalty has not been levied for 
the infraction of the law. The colossal power of life and death 
wielded by a Water Company supplying half a million of cus- 
tomers, says Mr. Spon, “is something for which till recently 
there has been no precedent in the history of the world, and 
such a power, in whatever hands it is vested, ought most 
sedulously to be guarded against abuse.” 

The moral which Mr. Rapcuirre’s history of the late 
cholera epidemic conveys is fraught with instruction, which 
it is to be hoped will be turned to good account by the Royal 
Commission on Water Supply, and eventually by the Legis- 
lature. 

oe Saye ail adel 

WHILE we congratulate Downing College and the University 
of Cambridge on the announcement we made last week of the 
election to a Fellowship of a gentleman mainly on the ground 
of his distinction in the Natural Sciences Tripos, we cannot 
withhold our surprise at the statement that it is the first occa- 
sion on which such distinction has been so rewarded. The 
Natural Sciences [ripos has existed, we find, since the year 
1851—that is to say, there have been seventeen examinations 
for it, in some of which we must assume that students have 
acquitted themselves not only well, but eminently well. The 
names upon the list tell us that this must have been the case ; 
and is it possible that the recent election at Downing is the 
first instance on which the merit has been rewarded by a Fellow- 
ship? We are probably understating when we assume that 
twenty Fellowships annually are vacant, and given to the other 
triposes ; in other words, above 300 Fellowships have been 
given to the Mathematical and Classical Triposes since the 
foundation of the Natural Sciences Tripos ere this solitary boon 
has been conferred upon it. It is passing strange that the 
University should thus found a Tripos for Natural Science, and 
then, as far as rewards are concerned, leave it entirely dis- 
regarded, or rather actually discourage it by heaping all the 
best things it has to give in other quarters. No wonder that 
the numbers who go in for the examination are few; no wonder 
that they do not show equal merit with the candidates for the 
other triposes, if it be so. The wonder is that the tripos keeps 
on its legs at all, and that any good men are found to devote 
themselves to natural science. Those who seek reward as well 
as honour, and they constitute the mass of hard-working 
students, see that the path of Natural Science will lead to little 
or nothing, and turn in the better-paid ways of Classics and of 
Mathematics. How are we to explain such want of wisdom, 
such injustice, on the part of the University, or rather of the 
Colleges, as this indicates? Is it that, knowing no world but 
Classics and Mathematics, the authorities conceive there is none 
other fit to occupy the thoughts, and capable of affording scope 
to train the minds of undergraduates, and prepare them for 
the varied occupations of life? Are not the sciences upon 
which the ascendancy of a country now really rests and by 
which it must be maintained, and by which the advance of man 
is mainly to be effected ; the sciences which Prussia has shown 
herself so well able to turn to victorious account,—for it may 
be truly said that natural science was the winner of the recent 
grand fight,—are not these sciences worthy subjects of educa- 
tion? Are the Colleges acquitting themselves rightly as re- 
gards the great trusts descending to them, while they con- 
tinue to ignore these sciences? To attribute such conduct toa 
pusillanimous fear of science would be to discredit the honoured 
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names with which we have been familiar from childhood as the 
pioneers of science, and the recollection of which makes us 
marvel the more at this unaccountable, this almost incredible 
withholding of a just recognition of the claims of natural 

i We r ber that one of the Rugby masters, in a 
striking letter which we quoted not long ago, remarked that 
the hours spent by the boys in the study of natural science 
seemed to him the most valuable of the week, and altogether 
the most improving. We have no desire to depreciate mathe- 
matical and classical studies, but it is obvious that the loss to 
them of one or two Fellowships annually would be nothing in 
comparison with the gain which such an acquisition would be 
to natural science. Were only one Fellowship annually offered 
in Cambridge to the Natural Sciences Tripos it would give new 
life to those studies in the University; it would turn to imme- 
diate practical account the machinery for teaching natural 
science, upon which so much money has recently been ex- 
pended, and there would be no lack of worthy claimants for 
the prize. By taking a bold step in thus definitely stimulating 
and regulating these studies, which it is clear will, ere long, 





form so important a feature in the education of our people, and 
exert so important an influence, intellectually, morally, and 
physically, on the destinies of our country, Cambridge would 
do no more than is really needed to maintain her position in 
the good-will and esteem of thinking men. Gladly should we 
see the example given by Downing College followed in the way 
we have suggested. It is not the mere possible reversion of an 
occasional Fellowship that will be sufficient ; there should be 
the assurance that one or two Fellowships will be given an- 
nually to the best proficients in Natural Science, provided, of 
course, they show themselves worthy of such reward. 





Mcdical Annotations, 


“Ne quid nimis,” 





THE ACCOUNTS OF THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. 


_In Tue Lancer of the 18th of May last we investigated 
the accounts of the College of Surgeons, as shown in the 
Official Calendar of 1866. We think it right, in the interests 
of the College itself as well as of its numerous fellows and 
members, to pursue the investigation in the recently published 
Calendar of the present year. 

The gross receipts of the College from Midsummer, 1866, to 
Midsummer, 1867, are put down at £12,409 3s, lld.; but a 
moment’s investigation shows that £868 15s. of this was 
gained by the sale of funded property, and ought not, there- 
fore, to be included under the head of annual income. De- 
ducting this, the receipts for the year stand, therefore, at 
£11,540 8s, lld, The disbursements during the same period 
amounted to no less than £11,511 12s,10d.; so that, when fairly 
stated, it is evident that the profit on the year’s work of the 
institution amounted to £28 16s. ld.! This is, however, a 
more satisfactory result than was achieved in the two pre- 
ceding years, when the expenses were larger than the receipts. 
It may be remembered that, in the article alluded to, we anti- 
cipated a small balance at the College bankers at Midsummer 
last ; but the balance-sheet (which is drawn up on a plan pecu- 
liar to the College, dating probably from the year 1) shows 
£1048 16s. 7d. in the bankers’ hands. To make this sum, 
however, the £868 15s. of stock already referred to was sold 
out; and, deducting this, it appears that the real balance was 
but £180 1s. 7d. 








~ With the view of enabling the profession to estimate the re- 
sources of the College at their proper value, we bring together 
the sources of its income with the outgoings necessarily in- 
volved, so that the profit on each item may be properly esti- 
mated. The preliminary examinations for the diplomas of 
fellow and member brought in fees £468 15s., the expenses 
being £191 18s., and the profit to the College therefore was 
£276 17s. The membership professional examinations yielded 
£8172 5s., and the fees to the Court of Examiners were 
£3078 12s,., the profits being £5093 13s, The midwifery di- 
ploma yielded only £137 11s.; of which £74 4s, went to the 
examiners, and £63 7s. to the College, The dental diploma 
brought in £105, of which exactly one half went to the ex- 
amining board. The fellowship by examination yielded 
£309 15s.; of which no less than £228 7s. 6d. went to the 
examiners, leaving but £81 7s. 6d. for the College funds. 
And, lastly, the fellowship by election brought in £105. 

Thus it appears that of the £9298 derived from the fees of 
candidates for the various diplomas of the College, £3625 is 
absorbed in payment of examiners, leaving £5672 for the 
working expenses of the College; and this quite independently 
of the two thousand and odd pounds derived from house and 
funded property, the fees for admission to the Council and to 
the Court of Examiners being too precarious and variable for 
account, This appears a splendid income for any institution ; 
but, as we have shown, it is with difficulty that both ends are 
made to meet, and every effort to raise the status of the mem- 
bers of the College, by enhancing the examinational tests, is 
opposed by those who fear that students may be deterred 
from applying for the College diploma, and that the funds will 
thereby suffer loss. The two great sources of expenditure are, 
(1) the staff of College officials and their department, which 
last year absorbed the enormous sum of £2403; and (2) the 
museum department, which is put down for £1953. We re- 
commend the attempt to curtail the former by making a strict 
inquiry into the amount of College work each official performs; 
and if the Council finds that it cannot maintain the museum 
in full efficiency without sacrificing at its shrine the best in- 
terests of the profession, the sooner it says so openly, and 
throws the burden of the curatorship upon the Government, 
the better for the welfare of the body medical. 

As an instance of the slack manner in which the official 
business of the College is conducted, we may mention that, 
owing to some want of care in going over the list of Councillors, 
Mr. Luke retired in 1866 in error for Mr. Skey, who ought 
properly to have gone out last year instead of this. Again, 
this year Mr. Hodgson was officially said to be the next in 
turn for election, whereas it afterwards appeared that Mr. 
Kiernan came before him. 


THE ELIMINATION OF NITROGEN. 


In an article which we recently published, ‘‘ On the Modern 
Researches as to the Alimentary Value of different Foods,” we 
made one accidental omission, by which we failed to do full 
justice to the extremely interesting observations lately made 
by Dr. Parkes. That gentleman, as we then stated, has found 
by experiment that the conclusions of Fick and Wislicenus are 
perfectly correct as regards the establishment of the fact that 
muscular exercise, with a strictly non-nitrogenous diet, does 
not materially increase the elimination of nitrogen by the kid- 
neys. He also discovered that intestinal elimination of nitrogen 
(a point which Fick and Wislicenus had neglected) was not in- 
creased, under similar circumstances. But a still more inter- 
esting matter is Dr. Parkes’s observation that urea-elimination 
diminishes during the period of work, as compared with the 
period of rest (with a non-nitrogenous diet). The extremely 
important suggestion which comes out of Dr. Parkes’s total 
researches is this: that it seems as if the muscles during the 
period of their activity appropriate nitrogenous matters from 
the decomposition of their own tissues; but that during the 
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period of rest this process is reversed, and that the decom- 
position of muscle gives rise to a real elimination of nitrogen. 
For a short period the well-fed body possesses sufficient nitro- 
gen to permit muscular exertion to go on for some time without 
fresh supply. But the destraction of nitrogenous tissue in 
the two men experimented on by Dr, Parkes, is shown by the 
fact that, when nitrogen was again supplied, a large amount 
was retained in the body to em mse tis fis de- 
privation. 


THE ABYSSINIAN EXPEDITION. 


We understand that the medical authorities of the Indian 
and Queen’s Service have been very busily acting in concert in 
completing the necessary arrangements for this campaign. A 
uniform scale of medicine and instruments has been drawn up 
sufficient for six months’ supply at the base of operations, and 
a scale of field camp-equipment for a short period, and reserve 
equipments for longer periods. Dr. Currie is to be the princi- 
pal medical officer of the British force, and Dr. Moorhead, it 
is generally believed, will be the sanitary officer appointed to 
accompany this part of the expedition. Staff Asst.-Surgeon 
Dr. Martin embarked on the 15th September from Bombay. 
There will be a detachment of a Cavalry regiment about 
200 strong, with a medical officer, four batteries of Artillery, 
each with an assistant-surgeon, and the regiments, of which 
there will be four, will of course be accompanied by three medical 
officers. In addition to these, 16 staff medical men will be 
despatched from England, who will proceed as far as Suez, 
where they are to await their final orders. The Ist Brigade 
was to sail, we are informed, about the 16th of October, and the 
remainder will leave Bombay early this month. As far as we 
can gather, all the arrangements appear to have been designed 
with foresight, and made upon a very liberal scale. There 
will be an abundant supply of portable filters, and 50 of Nor- 
ton’s American tube wells for sinking into the earth and pro- 
curing fresh water will be forwarded. These wells are said to 
be capital contrivances by those travellers who have seen them 
in operation abroad, and a party of Sappers, possessed of a 
knowledge of the proper method of sinking them, will probably 
proceed with them to Abyssinia in the Mendoza, which will 
sail in a few days from Woolwich. We are glad to hear that 
it is also intended to forward a liberal supply of Captain 
MeGwire’s hammocks, which are simple in construction, easily 
available for field service purposes, and very useful in a sani- 
tary point of view, in consequence of their raising their occu- 
pants considerably above the ground which forms the floor of 
the tent. The necessity for such precautions in a malarial, or 
even an unknown soil, is obvious. When we wrote a de- 
scription of the Abyssinian hospital ships we expressed a hope 
that these would be well supplied with ice or ice-making 
machines ; and from inquiries we have made, we are glad to 
learn that the Indian military authorities will obtain supplies 
of ice from Aden or Bombay, so that our soldier patients in 
the Red Sea will have the comfort —to say nothing of the ne- 
cessity of ice in the treatment of disease—of cold beverages. 





THE MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


No fact is more suggestive of the improved education and 
knowledge of medical practitioners of the present day than 
the increase of the number of medical societies in the metro- 
polis, and throughout the kingdom. A few years since these 
institutions might be counted upon the fingers, but now they 
are all but legion. We have societies for the reading and dis- 
eussion of papers on medical subjects generally. 
others devoted to special branches of practice, and there is no 
suburb of London which cannot congratulate itself on having 
in its district a medical society. That the facilities of thus 
communicating experience must be conducive to the general 
interest, no one can deny; but that the advantages thus con- 
ferred have given rise to some evils might have been reason- 











ably expected. We refer particularly to one of these, with ¢ a 
view of impressing upon authors of papers, and those who 
canvass their merits or demerits, how an undoubted benefit 
may be made less generally effective than it should be. We 
allude to what may be styled the process of elaboration. It 
has become the fashion of late years for writers of papers or 
eases not to confine themselves to the simple exposition of 
their own views, or the detail of certain facts, but to exhaust 
in their communication the whole literature of the profession, 
domestic and foreign, which bears in any way upon the sub- 
jects which they bring forward for discussion. In conse- 
quence, the audience become over-burdened with the pon- 
derosity and verbosity of the writer's facts and arguments. 
The discussions which follow partake of the same character. 
The speeches become long, intricate, and tedious; and it is 
with the utmost difficulty that the ‘‘seed” can be separated 
from the ‘‘ chaff.” Undoubtedly, a president possessed of suf- 
ficient firmness and capacity may to a certain extent limit the 
bounds of the debate ; but this is at all times a difficult and 
unpleasant task, and can never be performed to its full ex- 
tent so long as the latitude given to writers of papers remains 
uncontrolled, The progress of knowledge has been so pro- 
digious of late years that it would be impolitic, and indeed 
hopeless, to curtail the productions of the present day to the 
limit which obtained a quarter of a century age. But have 
we gained as much as we have lost by the undue extension of 
that limit? This question will be answered differently by 
different minds. The thoroughly practical man will contend 
that the loss is in excess of the gain; the suggestive and 
theoretical one will maintain that the gain is in excess of the 
loss, 

Whatever may be the value of either of these opinions, and 
both of them are entitled to respect, it cannot be denied that 
the greatest surgeons and physicians who have communicated 
their experience to their brethren, have done so in the 
simplest, plainest, and shortest manner, Take, for instance, 
the earlier volumes of the “‘ Transactions” of the Royal Medi- 
cal and Chirurgical Society, and contrast them with those of 
later years. No comparison could be more striking and sug- 
gestive. The former were contributed by a class of men who 
may well be called the “‘giants” of their day: Abernethy, 
Astley Cooper, Green, Travers, Lawrence, Brodie, Keats, 
Babington, Bright, are among the number. Their contribu- 
tions remain in all their simplicity and brevity, like land- 
marks for the guidance of future generations. 

We have no desire to regard the comparison in an invidious 
and hypercritical spirit ; but can it be said that the papers now 
read before the medical societies contrast favourably with 
those to which we have just alluded? That they have merits, 
and those of the highest order, we cheerfully admit ; but we, 
in common with other auditors of such papers, have been lite- 
rally overwhelmed and confused by elaborate historical refer- 
ences, by tables of unconscionable length, and by theories 
absolutely perplexing. 

The real evil of this system, so far as the societies are con- 
cerned, is the impossibility of discussing such papers within 
any reasonable limit. Discussion runs riot, and the auditory 
and the author return to their homes with a vague impression 
that there has been too much “cry” for so little ‘‘ wool.” 

We wish to speak on this subject with the utmost possible 
forbearance, but we do so in the interest of all. Is it then 
really necessary that the communication of facts to a medical 
audience should be encumbered in the manner we have stated? 


| Whatever may be said in favour of the elaboration of a paper 
We have | 


which is to be read in the study holds equally good against it 
when it is produced before an audience of critics, who have to 
discuss its merits. We cannot with entire fairness compare 
the practice of the greatest legal advocates with that of the 
leaders of medical opinion; but the lawyers, even on this 
point, may afford us some useful suggestions, Sir Samuel 
Romilly, no mean authority, was in the habit of asserting, 





















































—e 


9 eee ee 
v 


Le 








562 Tue Lancet,] 


CHOLERA IN INDIA.—THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH. 





[Nov. 2, 1867. 











and he carried his assertion into practice, that the most intri- 
cate Chancery case ought, if the speaker were fully master of 
his subject, never to exceed twenty minutes in its delivery. 
Such was the rule ; the exceptions only prove the truth of his 
axiom. All besides the salient points of the case might tend 
to annoy the judge or ‘ bamboozle” a jury, but it had really 
no effect upon the issue. The facts remained, and the rhetoric 
was powerless against them. Contributors of papers to our 
medical societies, and the gentlemen who discuss papers, may 
take with advantage, and in a friendly spirit, the experience 
of, probably, the greatest advocate that ever adorned the 
English Bar. 


CHOLERA IN INDIA. 


Tuts disease has prevailed of late amongst our troops in 
India, and has proved singularly fatal. In the Bengal presi- 
dency, it made its appearance at Meerut amongst the 3rd Buffs, 
which suffered very severely, while the 19th Hussars had only 
one case and the Royal Artillery three, although all the troops 
were stationed at the same place, and apparently subjected to 
the same influences. Out of 138 cases of cholera in the Buffs, 
we learn that no less than 125 proved fatal, Up to Sept. 14th, 
the date of our information, the total number of cases of cho- 
lera and choleraic diarrheea which had occurred amongst all 
the troops stationed in Bengal, from the commencement of the 

_ epidemic, was upwards of 800, with more than 500 deaths. 

We have likewise learned that in the 2nd Batt. Ist Royals, 
stationed at Nusseerabad, about 90 cases of cholera had oc- 
curred, with 60 deaths. A few cases only had appeared there 
amongst the Royal Artillery, with, however, a similar rate of 
mortality ; and the disease was also prevailing, it is said, 
amongst the natives, although not to any great extent. 

It is stated that the epidemic in the Royals first commenced 
about the 6th of September, and that it continued to make 
active progress until the 24th, when the attacks assumed a 
milder type, and began to diminish in number. By the latest 
accounts, the disease had almost entirely disappeared. 

The tenacity with which cholera sometimes adheres to a 
body of men, when once introduced among them, is extra- 
ordinary. The Royals changed their camp on no less than 
five occasions before the epidemic was checked. 

From the letters which have appeared in the Pall Mall and 
United Service Gazettes, it would seem that nothing could have 
been worse than the management of the military authorities. 
There was a total absence of all arrangement and forethought, 
and the mental and physical sufferings which the sick and the 
women and children underwent are saic. to have been distress- 
ing. In one of the letters it is stated that not one of the 
authorities had been near the camp since their arrival there ; 
but our informant writes that no blame rests on the army 
medical authorities, who had done what they could, and that 
a deputy inspector had been sent to the scene of the epidemic 
to ascertain its causes, and make all the arrangements in his 
power. 





LUNATIC LITERATURE. 


Tue Morningside Mirror has a little obtrusive aspect among 
the multitude of serials which pours from the press at the 
present time. It cannot vie with them in bulk and brilliancy 
of cover, and its appearance is not heralded from month to 
month by poster or prospectus. But it possesses a pecu- 
liarity of its own which at all times and under all circum- 
stances gives it a surpassing interest. It is the monthly 
journal of a lunatic asylum, and is written and printed solely 
by lunatics within the bounds of their compelled retreat. It 
is not easy at first rightly to conceive of a community of 
lunatics possessing their own journal and cultivating literature. 
But such is the fact, and the fact is of no recent date. The 
twenty-second annual volume of the Morningside Mirror, the 
monthly journal of the lunatics living in the Royal Asylum, 





Morningside, near Edinburgh, ‘ printed at the Asylum Press,” 
is now lying before us. A more wonderful testimony to the 
management of this institution, and to the enlightened prin- 
ciples which govern the treatment of lunatics at the present 
day, than the twenty-two years’ series of the Mirror, cannot 
well be conceived. The journal is admirably printed, and the 
contents will repay an attentive study. They are sufficiently 
varied ; and those portions which refer to the entertainments 
of the patients, reports of lectures delivered in the asylum, 
concerts, picnics, and other amusements, are particularly sug- 
gestive. Among the articles in the twenty-second volume may 
be noted ‘‘ Scraps about Natal ;” ‘‘The Colony of Victoria ;” 
‘* Patriarchs and the Pentateuch ;’ ‘“‘D. T. Brown’s Moral 
Philosophy ;” ‘‘ Sketch of King Robert the Bruce ;” ‘ Indi- 
vidual Responsibility ;” ** Autobiography of a Ship Dog ;” 

‘Music ;” ‘‘A Tale ;” and an amusing satirical piece, entitled 
“A Banquet in Honour of the Reform Bill.” Poetry, more- 
over, is represented by no less than eight compositions, of 
which ‘‘The Parting” is especially noteworthy. Let us add 
of the Mirror that it is sold for the benefit of the reading-room 
of the asylum, at threepence per monthly number ; or it may 
be obtained by the payment of 3s. per annum if delivered in 
Edinburgh, and of 4s. if sent by post elsewhere. Orders and 
subscriptions may be forwarded to Dr. Skae, Royal Edin- 
burgh Asylum, 


THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH. 

Ar a full meeting of the General Council of the University 
of Edinburgh held on Friday, the 25th instant, a vacancy was 
declared as representative of the Council in the University 
Court, caused by the resignation of Dr. John Muir. A show 
of hands told in favour of Mr. Phin against Sir H. Moncrieff, 
for whom a poll was demanded, The subject of the repre- 
sentation in Parliament was openly discussed. Mr. Shand 
moved a resolution setting forth that the University Council 
observed with regret that intimation has been given of a 
motion to restrict the representation of the four Scottish Uni- 
versities to one member only, and that the Council resolve to 
petition Parliament to carry out the proposal in the Bill as it 
now stands. This was unanimously adopted. A copy was 
to be sent to Mr. Disraeli on the occasion of his visit 
to Edinburgh. Representations will be made to the University 
Court as to the necessity for the regular teaching of Political 
Economy; and, after a long discussion, the consideration of a 
motion of Professor Blackie, to the effect that one or more 
classes of natural science should be included in the curriculum 
of arts, was deferred till the next half-yearly meeting. 








A HINT FOR THE CURRAGH FROM DEVONPORT. 

Pvstic attention has been re-aroused by the revelations made 
by the Pall Mall Gazette in reference to the Wren colony at the 
Curragh, to the all-important subject of the prevalence of en- 
thetic disease amongst us, and especially in the naval and mili- 
tary services. The subject has been sufficiently discussed to en- 
lighten us as to the enormity of the evils in the way of induced 
disease incident to an uncontrolled prostitution, and the neces- 
sity of attempting to place some further check by legislation 
upon the continued spread of syphilis. Doubt still exists as to 
the efficacy of the remedy now on its trial,—the Contagious 
Diseases Act. The diminution of enthetic disease observed 
here and there, and generally in the army, is regarded as 
brought about by sanitary innovations, independently of the 
Act named. We wish, therefore, to call attention to the 
experience on this point of the authorities of the Albert Hos- 
pital at Devonport during the last few years, which con- 
tains Lock wards (and the number of beds is to be increased), 
worked under the Contagious Diseases Act. At the annual 
meeting, held last week, it was reported that 321 cases were 
admitted into the Lock wards during the year. On the Ist of 
October, there were 62 cases in hospital ; the daily average of 
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beds oceupied was 60°9, and the average days in the house 
68°8. Now statistical returns show a considerable improve- 
ment in the per-centage of soldiers and sailors sent to the 
hospital during the last two or three years. In the month of 
August, 1865, the per-centage was 2°147; in the month of 
August, 1866, it was 1°413; and in the last twelve months it 
has been reduced to “489. Thus, the public objects for which 
these wards were opened have been materially advanced. 
With an establishment of 60 beds, by the adoption of the pro- 
visions of the Act, the authorities have been enabled to reduce 
the amount of disease from more than 2 to less than 4 per 
cent. of admissions to strength in the two services. The 
results seem conclusive as to the desirability of extending the 
operations of the Act to all large towns. It would be unjust 
to omit to mention that Mr. Woolcombe, the chairman of the 
South Devon Railway, was chiefly instrumental in securing 
the adoption of the Contagious Diseases Act in Devonport. 
Why cannot similar results be obtained elsewhere—at the 
Curragh, for instance ? It has been left for private benevolence 
to give a site for a Lock hospital, to be employed under the 
Contagious Diseases Act. The Pall Mall Gazetie aptly ob- 
serves that the generosity of the gift ‘‘deprives the War 
Office of any excuse for neglecting to do what on every ground, 
no less of policy than of humanity, they should long ago have 
done of their own accord.” We cannot shut our eyes to the 
fact that, in this question of the prevention of enthetic dis- 
ease, social items of great importance are involved. The 
present restriction placed upon the marriage of soldiers is one 
of the greatest causes of exposure to the chances of con- 
tagion. If we deny the soldier the opportunity of marrying, 
erect institutions close to his quarters for the reception and 
repair of prostitutes, who are set free again after a time, with- 
out any attempt to reclaim them (and this is made with success 
at Devonport), it seems to us that we go the direct way to 
encourage the thing we would most desire to prevent. If, 
therefore, we seek to improve the ‘‘ Wrens” of the Curragh, 
let it be done not only medically, but socially as well. 


SANITARY NOTES. 


A CORRESPONDENT of the North Wilts Herald states, that 
in the small town of Cricklade, a quantity of night-soil was 
last week brought out into the open street in the day time, 
preparatory to its being carted away, the liquid running all 
over the road for some distance, and filling all the houses 
around with the most noisome stench. Other nuisances are 
indicated which point to the complete absence of any nuisance 
authorities. It is just in these out-of-the-way places that all 
sorts of abominations are allowed to flourish, simply because 
to bring about sanitary reform requires a good deal of strength 
of mind to endure the obloquy which is the usual concomitant 
of the exposure of abuses. Is there no one in Cricklade willing 
to “‘bell the cat” by soliciting the interyention of the Home 
Secretary under the Sanitary Act? 

At a recent meeting of the Stoke-upon-Trent Board of Guar- 
dians, attention was called to the ‘‘ frightful prevalence of 
fever” in Longton. In the half-year just ended there were 
seventy-one cases of fever in Longton, as compared with twenty 
in Hanley, a borough twice as large as Longton; with 
the same class of houses, the same rate of wages, and, in a 
great measure, the same circumstances obtaining in both 
places. It was also stated that sickness prevailed to a fright- 
ful extent in Shelton, where, in one street alone, twenty 
children had died within fourteen days from fever or diph- 
theria; one woman had lost two children, another three, 
and in another family all the children had been swept off. 

In consequence of the poe of fever of a malignant 
i the township of Glascote, the 





house-to-house visitation showed that, out of a population o of 
about 485, there had been recently 127 cases of fever. An 
attempt of some of the inhabitants to induce the local autho- 
rities to procure a supply of good water, and to undertake 
works of drainage, has failed for the present ; but the want of 
sanitary measures is becoming more and more apparent, and 
something must inevitably be done ere long. 

The medical officer's report on the health of the town of 
Wednesbury shows that latterly the mortality has materially 
decreased, while the birth-rate has greatly angmented. Yet 
the sanitary condition of some parts of the town appears to be 
most unsatisfactory, mainly as regards overcrowding and bad 
ventilation. In one dwelling there was a case of fever, and 
in the room occupied by the patient there were two other beds 
occupied by the other inmates-ef the house, one of them sleep- 
ing with the patient. The excessive proportion of infant 
deaths is ascribed in great part to neglect of the mothers. 

After considerable delay, the Town Council of Kidderminster 
have appointed a sanitary engineer, and have taken steps pre- 
paratory to a system of drainage and waterworks, both of 
which are much needed. 


VACCINATION IN THE MADRAS PRESIDENCY. 

NorwirHsTaNpinG famine and pestilence in several dis- 
tricts, the Report for 1866 of the General Superintendent of 
Vaccination for the Madras Presidency, Dr. John Shortt, 
shows much good work done. In that year 194,509 persons 
were vaccinated ; the number in the preceding year being 
191,394. In 1864, the returns of the vaccinated amounted to 
311,587, and the apparent falling off in the two 
years is accounted for chiefly by the exclusion of the Mysore 
vaccination returns from the report. The proportion of suc- 
cessful cases varied in the several districts from 95 to 80 
per cent., and the average of the whole presidency was 86°38. 
Dr. Shortt returns all doubtful cases, or children not seen after 
the performance of the operation, as unsuccessful. Under 
these circumstances a per-centage of 86 successful cases is 
highly satisfactory. In several districts of the presidency 
small-pox inoculation is largely practised by the natives ; but 
a difficulty lies in the way of making the practice illegal, from 
the insufficiency of the vaccination staff. A proposition is now 
before the presidency Government largely to increase the staff, 
and if this is acceded to, legislation for the restriction of 
small-pox inoculation may justly follow. Among the means 
adopted to promote the spread of vaccination is the gratuitous 
distribution of tracts on the subject, printed in the different 
languages spoken and written in the presidency. Tracts are 
in circulation printed in English, Hindestani, Tamil, Teluga, 
Canarese, and Oorya. 

The most interesting portion of Dr. Shortt’s report is that 
in which he gives a summary of the results of certain experi- 
ments with vaccine lymph and small-pox virus on the lower 
animals. A detailed account of these experiments has been 
laid before the Epidemiological Society, and we shall shortly 
have occasion to consider them more fully. 





THE GREAT NORTHERN HOSPITAL. 

Tue Committee of the Great Northern Hospital have lately 
taken possession of three houses adjoining the present hospital 
building, by which the existing accommodation will be largely 
increased. The houses chance to be so convenient in the 
arrangement of the rooms, that by simply opening a communi- 
cation between them they will be suitable for the reception of 

i Some measures for securing perfect ventilation are 
all that will be required. With this addition, the hospital 
will occupy three sides of a square block in the Caledonian- 
road; a street passing down each side, and the main road 
lying in front. This increase in accommodation will be a great 
boon to the neighbourhood, which is a poor, populous, and 





rapidly extending one. The hospital, in a modest, quiet way, 
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does an immense deal of service, and deserves the support of 
the charitable. Its nursing is a great feature. It is provided 
by the Deaconesses’ Institution, of which the Rev. Pelham Dale 
is director, and is mainly carried on by ladies, whose devotion 
to their work and practical skill we have often had occasion to 
notice with satisfaction. It is likely that the new wing will 
be opened soon after Christmas. 


HEALTH OF LONDON AND THE LARGE TOWNS. 

Tue annual rate of mortality last week was 21 per 1000 in 
London, 24 in Edinburgh, 20 in Dublin, 22 in Bristol, 25 in 
Birmingham, 25 in Liverpool, 26 in Manchester, 31 in Salford, 
23 in Sheffield, 23 in Leeds, 24 in Hull, 32 in Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne, and 24 in Glasgow, These rates show an increase for 
Salford and Newcastle, and a decrease for the other towns, as 
compared with the record of the previous week. In London 
the deaths from zymotic diseases showed a slight decline; 
measles and typhus increased, while small-pox, scarlatina, and 
whooping-cough declined in fatality. The mortality from 
phthisis, bronchitis, and pneumonia continued high, but the 
deaths from heart disease fell to 42 from an average of 61 
in the previous fortnight. A serious outbreak of scarlatina is 
reported in Batty-street (St. George-in-the-East), six children 
in one family having been attacked, two of the cases proving 
fatal. The mean temperature of the last fortnight in October 
was 4 degrees above that of the first and second weeks of the 
month, The rainfall in Glasgow exceeded two inches, while 
in London only the two-hundredth part of an inch fell during 
the week, 


THE CLIMATE AND RESOURCES OF ABYSSINIA. 

Tr was generally understood that Sir Roderick Murchison 
had been empowered by the Indian Government to nominate 
three gentlemen to accompany the Abyssinian expedition in a 
scientific capacity; but it does not appear that such is to be 
the case. Mr. Markham, F.R.G.S., so well known for his 
cinchona observations, will, however, it is generally believed, 
proceed to Abyssinia. 

We must express our great regret that a good naturalist, 
a geologist, and a botanist, are not to accompany the expe- 
dition. The country is rich, and possesses great resources, 
Its soil is well adapted for the growth of cotton and cinchona, 
and for the establishment of coffee and tea fields. There are 
a great many curious and rare indigenous plants, a knowledge 
of which might prove usefal to our profession. If tapeworm 
abounds—and in passing we may remind our readers that it is 
not the common Tenia solium of this country, but the variety 
known as the Tenia mediocanellata which occurs there,—we 
have the antidote kousso growing in abundance. Fields of a 
very nutritious corn, something like maize, called ‘‘doura,” 
are to be found; and a small grain, about the size of a pin’s 
head, called ‘‘teff,” plentifully exists. Both these are used 
by the natives, and are said to make a very good bread ; the 
latter being preferred by them on account of its possessing a 
sweet taste. We will say nothing of the fruits, flowers, trees 
of great beauty, and, in short, a rich vegetation ; but we ought 
to remind our readers that coal, in all probability, exists in 
Abyssinia, also iron, and possibly other rarer metals. If these 
products are really to be found there, it seems to us that we 
might do worse than act on Mr. Dufton’s advice, and regard 
Abyssinia with a view to colonisation. It is in the direct road 
to India; and if it produced coal sufficient to furnish our 
steamers at Aden, that would in itself go some way towards 
repaying us for the outlay to which we shall have been put. 
But it will be objected—the climate! This is an objection of 
which experience alone can disabuse the public mind. As 
Mr. Dafton says, the soldiers themselves will not believe what 
the climate of Abyssinia is until they have passed through the 
short purgatory of the lowlands, onwards and upwards, to the 
paradise of the highlands. 








CITY POLICE. 


A Retvrn of the sickness and mortality of the City of 
London Police Force shows that, out of an average strength of 
685 men, there were 423 admitted into hospital and 6 deaths 
during the year ended June 23rd last. The ratios of admission 
and death were, therefore, 61°7 and 8°75 per 1000 for the whole 
force. There was considerable variation in these respects in the 
several divisions, the sixth division experiencing the highest 
rate of admissions, and the first division the greatest mortality. 
The average duration of each attack of sickness was 1('8 days, 
which is equivalent to 6°7 days’ sickness for every man of the 
force in the year; and the aggregate 4573 days of sickness re- 
presented the constant loss of service of twelve men. Of the 
admissions: 6 were on account of fever, 11 of small-pox (with 
3 deaths), 40 of diarrhea, 113 of catarrh, 44 of rheumatism, 
21 of gout, 37 of venereal disease, 4 of phthisis (with 1 death), 
4 of brain-disease (with 1 death), 15 of lung-disease, and 26 of 
accidents. 


—_—_— 


THE GRESHAM LECTURES. 

Trees lectures will be delivered at the Gresham College, 
Basinghall-street, on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, the 
6th, 7th, and 8th of November, at 1 o'clock, by Dr. E. Symes 
Thompson, ‘*On the Preservation of Health.” The inaugural 
address will be devoted to an account of Sir Thomas Gresham 
and his aims, and the importance of a knowledge of the laws 
of health. The second and third lectures will embrace the 
subjects of pure air, climate, ventilation, water, and the like. 
The lectures are specially designed for the public, and are free. 


THE STRAND UNION. 


A comPLAtnt has been forwarded, by Dr. Rogers of the 
Strand Union, to the Poor-law Board, against some of the 
officials at the house (belonging to the parish) at Edmonton. 
The charge is of a very serious nature, If the facts be cor- 
rectly stated, the most brutal cruelty has been exercised to- 
wards a rheumatic patient, by exposing her, while only par- 
tially convalescent, to damp and severe cold, and the fatigue 
of a journey of several miles in an open cart, with most in- 
sufficient wrapping. 

We shall watch with much curiosity to see the action of the 
Poor-law Board in the matter. 


THE MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

THE opening meeting was held on Thursday evening, 
October the 23rd, Mr. Reeves, president, in the chair, when 
Dr. John Murray read a paper ‘‘On the Tobacco Plant, its 
Use, and the Pathological Effects resulting from its Abuse.” 
Dr. Murray mentioned that, from a series of experiments he 
had performed, he had come to much the same conclusions as 
Dr. E. Smith on the effect of smoking on the pulse, an in- 
crease of about thirty beats per minute having been observed 
after continuing to smoke for twenty minutes or half an hour. 
He doubted strongly the effect of the pipe in predisposing to 
or exciting epithelioma of the lip, and brought forward Lemar- 
chand’s observations, among many others, in support of this; 
but said that there were very strong reasons for believing that 
a peculiar form of amaurosis, lately much discussed, was due 
to the abuse of tobacco. 


QUARTERS FOR MARRIED SOLDIERS. 


We have been much pleased with an experiment of which 
we have heard as having been made at Chatham. It is a step 
in the right direction, and very creditable to the officers of the 
corps, who have relieved the authorities however of what was 
their duty. The officers of the Royal Engineers at Chatham 
have engaged two large houses, fitted them up as married 
quarters, and turned them into a kind of lodging establish- 
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ment. "The rooms are let to the married families at small | 
weekly sums. There is no doubt that such an establishment 
as this will prove an excellent sanitary measure, It will re- 
move overcrowding in barracks, and provide for the comforts 
and decency of the married soldier and his family. 


WE are glad to see that Mr. Craddock, Surgeon, of Shepton 
Mallet, was elected, on Wednesday last, Coroner for North 
Somerset, the other candidates, three in number, having 
resigned. During his term as Deputy-Coroner, Mr. Oraddock 
has gained many friends by the patient consideration and 
urbanity with which he has conducted the duties devolving on 
him ; and we congratulate him, and the division, on his ap- 
pointment. The other candidates were, we are glad to observe, 
all medical men. 





—— 


Tue second of a course of ten lectures on the Structure, 
Development, and Habits of Invertebrate Animals, was deli- 
vered on Tuesday last by Professor Huxley at the Museum of 
Practical Geology, Jermyn-street. The subjects of the remain- 
ing lectures are Annelida, Annuloida, Infusoria, Protozoa, 
Ceelenterata, Molluscoida, and Mollusca. The admission-fee 
to the course, which we would specially commend to students, 
is very small, 


ScaARLET FEVER, we are glad to learn, has entirely disap- 
peared from Marlborough College. The last case occurred on 
the 29th day of September, and for the last fortnight the sana- 
torium has been empty. The invalids have*been under the 
care of Dr. Fergus, to whose skill and watchfulness the head- 


master pays a special tribute of praise. 





Tue Epidemiological Society will justify its world-wide ope- 
rations on Monday night next, when the first meeting of the 
session will be held. Papers are announced by Dr. G, W. 
Dickson, the Physician to the British embassy, Constanti- 
nople, and Dr. John Shortt, the General Superintendent of 
Vaccination, Madras Presidency. Dr. Dickson will tell the 
story of the recent outbreak of plague at Kerbela, in the pash- 
alik of Bagdad. Dr. Shortt will state in detail his experi- 
ments on the inoculation of animals with small-pox virus, and 
the transmission of the resulting disease to man. The results 
of these experiments, it is understcod, differ in several re- 
markable respects from the results of like experiments in 


Europe. tidied 


We hear that the Obstetrical Society of London is likely in 
a short time to increase greatly its utility and convenience. 
It is in contemplation—indeed we learn that the Council has 
sanctioned the plan—to rent some rooms in a central situation 
in which the library of the Society and its museum of instru- 
ments and pathological specimens may be stored. A pleasant 
meeting-place will thus be furnished for members of the So- 
ciety, and an opportunity afforded, not only for comparing 
notes on scientific subjects and for convenient reference to 
books, but for seeing a journal and writing a letter. A good 
common-sense, practical idea this, and we commend it with 
pleasure to the attention of medical men who are thinking of 
joining this young but thoroughly successful Society. 





Dvrinc the past few days two British vessels have succeeded 
in bringing home at least twenty-nine cases of scurvy, sixteen 
of the patients being entirely hors de combat for some time 
before their arrival in England. The annual number of accre- 
dited cases is fast increasing, and it is probable that the 
returns from London and Liverpool at the end of the year will 
intensify the necessity for a stringent application of the new 
Merchant Shipping Act. 





THE STATISTICAL, SANITARY, AND MEDICAL 
REPORTS OF THE BRITISH ARMY FOR 1865. 


No, II. 

Tue bill of fare which Dr. Crawford, as head of the medical 
branch, has to lay before us, comprises some very good papers, 
with a few which are scarcely possessed of such merits as to 
require publication. 

The first paper in place and importance in this section of 
the volume is that on the New Zealand War, by Inspector- 
General Mouat, V.C., C.B. The results which it records are 
most creditable to military surgery. The contribution is one 
of practical value, and will afford considerable satisfaction to 
two classes in particular,—viz., to those who are desirous of 
ascertaining the progress of military surgery, and to another 
and larger section who are interested in tracing the influence 
of nosocomial diseases as the source of danger and mortality 
in surgical practice. 

To begin with the last. The wounded were treated in 
the general hospitals after their transfer from the field of 
action. These hospitals consisted of huts; the allowance 
of air was large, and the ventilation excellent, the patients 
being so distributed as to keep the number occupying each 
hut very small; and the strictest attention was given to the 
maintenance of an excellent hygienic condition, Matters 
of apparently trifling detail were not neglected, such as ex- 
treme cleanliness of the hands of all medical officers and sick 
orderlies occupied about the wounded,—with what results 
Mr. Monat shall tell us :—‘‘ From first to last, in the hospital 
at Queen’s Redoubt, none of the complications so common in 
military hospitals in the field were seen. No case of pywmia, 
of erysipelas, of hospital gangrene, or of tetanus, or secondary 
hemorrhage occurred. The most formidable wounds healed 
readily, and some injuries, reckoned elsewhere the despair of 
surgery, did well there. It is true that circumstances were in 
every other way favourable for restoration to health of the 
wounded. The men were usually, when admitted, in most 
perfect health and condition ; they had suffered no hardships 
to speak of in the short interval between their removal from 
the field and their reception. Hospital materials of every 
kind were abundant, and, more than all, there is something 
peculiarly healthy in the New Zealand climate.” 

Space will not admit of our entering into all the points of 
surgical practice discussed, and we can only glance at a few of 
the more interesting. The very disastrous results which have 
attended gunshot fractures of the femur are well known, and 
the experience gained during the Peninsular and Crimean 
campaigns formed no exceptions. Surgical writers had tanght 
us to regard a gunshot fracture, involving the upper third of 
that bone in particular, as necessitating amputation, in conse- 
quence of the almost invariably fatal result which followed. 
The Italian war, however, led to the introduction of some 
important modifications. M. Jules Roux and other military 
surgeons questioned the wisdom of primary amputation in 
such cases, and gave the impetus to a more conservative 
course of practice. During the American war, 93 cases of 
fracture at this part survived the injury a year or more, 
and were reported as recovered without amputation. The 
successful treatment of these wounds forms a marked fea- 
ture in the surgical history of the war in New Zealand, 
and this is a matter of which Mr. Mouat and his medical 
officers may legitimately boast. Out of six cases of gunshot 
fracture of the femur at various parts, five, we are told, re- 
covered without amputation, four of them with very useful 
limbs; one, wounded through both bones, died. Mr. Mouat 
rightly, in our opinion, attributes this success to the very 
vigorous state of health of the men engaged, and to the ab- 
sence of movement. The injured men, once received into the 
field hospitals, had their fractures put up with the best modern 
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appliances, and reesived ail the benefit of that absolute local 
rest the powers of which Mr. Hilton has so justly extolled. 
Mr. Mouat fully concedes that such injuries could not be fol- 
lowed by these favourable results under the dissimilar con- 
ditions i dinaiiity present during active warfare. We are 
inclined, however, to think that the different nature of the 
wounds, caused by small bullets fired from the old muskets or 
double-barrelled guns used by the Maoris, contributed to this 
success to a degree than he allows. We have ourselves 
seen very considerable splin of bone, longitudinally and 
otherwise, from conical balls. The United States surgeons 
likewise found that the round ball unquestionably caused 
much less longitudinal splintering than the vonslaik with its 
greater weight, its immense force of propulsion, and wedge- 
like action. 
Under the head of ‘‘ Wounds with direct penetration or 
perforation of the knee-joint”’ we have altogether seven cases 
ed, one of which recovered without amputation. The 
a character of the symptoms, however, in this excep- 
instance, so far from leaving a favourable impression on 
the medical officers, only tended to streagthen their opinion 
as to the soundness of the rule that such injuries require am- 
putation, in consequence of their being almost necessarily fatal 
when left without a aarti interference, With the exception 


of six or eight examples, the fifty recoveries without amputation 
classified with gunshot wounds of the knee, duri e Ame- 
rican war, were examples of fracture of the patella; t e evidence 


that the knee-joint was opened not being unequivocal. In 
the classitied tables of injuries of joints without amputation 
obtained from the experience of the Confederate States army 
there is, however, a statement which is calculated to raise 
the brows of astonishment,” as the Germans say: the 
consolidated tables show nearly 50 per cent. of cures—results 
which are utterly opposed to those of any other campaign. 
Of six amputations of the thigh, three of the patients died, 
and the remaining = were successful. 

tation at the shoulder-joint was the 
mtihet wl he of this part ; now, excision 
of the head of the humerus is substituted for it. During the 
war in New Zealand this operation was performed nine times 
altogether ; once as a primary and it times as a secondary 
operation. In no instance did d follow, and in all the 
cases the results have proved most satisfactory. This portion 
of Mr. Mouat’s paper is very practical and instructive, and we 
pag: af advise our readers to peruse it. The difficulty. attend- 

ow of injury and perforation of the joint is great. 
the cases was crepitus to be detected; the first 

that indicated the exact nature of the case eins the the 
ge from the wound of Ra ya yellow-coloured 
grumous matter c such injuries. Fortunately 
delay is unattended with risk ; ral Mr. Mouat is inclined to 

that all cases of wounds of the shoulder- -joint, —— 

Do mort pable ones, should be left for secondary operatio: 
owever, preciate the force of this, vert the 
oe mg injury be yn as to require operative measures, it 
seems to us that the sooner these are undertaken the better. 
Where the nature of the case or the line of treatment admits 
of doubt, it is of course ent to postpone In 
all the nine cases the straight incision known as beck’s 
operation was pursued ; and we are not surprised to learn that, 
in the opinion of Dr. Mackinnon , the preservation of the long 


ta none 


head of the biceps is not, after all, a matter of such importance 
as some have declared. 
We are from having exhausted the interesting matter 


contained in this report, but must 
‘* Mediterranean Gastric Remittent Fever.” This paper dis- 
appoints us exactly in those respects where we are most 
anxious to gain information, and to these points we venture to 
direct attention. 

From the observations contained in Dr. Marston’s 
on the Fevers of Malta (Army Medical Blue-book, 1861), it 
would appear that typhoid fever was common there. In addi- 
tion, however, to that well-known form of fever, it was repre- 
sented that there were two other disorders possessing the as- 
semblage of characters which make up our idea of fever: one 
a short, sharp, ephemeral fever, of two, three, ry rim at 
duration, ae eee crea “* Maltese fever ;’ ’ the other 
an and, generally, a very ee disease, termed 
c remittent fever.” This last to differ very 
distinctly rd or enteric fever, not ry in its etiology, 
pag cay BX ve rate of ato of mortality but, seahentes etvthes 


on to the subject of 





fever—viz., te chterdlave disome'ef the Seyuclen Peyerian glands is ab 


sent, the morbid appearances being those of 


congestion of the gastro-enteric mucous membrane with out 
follicular lesion. Pu and other affections occasiona ly 
complicated the disease ; and rheumatism and neuralgia we re 


almost invariably its sequela. 
dandy bo Hobsiad Dr. Marston’s paper, Soo 


This is what 
moreover, expressed his conviction that the gastric remitten 
was not identical with relapsing fever; and Geclared that, i that, in 
his opinion, a marked had taken place, and was still 
taking place, in the t the fevers at Malta, the shorter 
pr va replaced by others of longer duration and more severe 
character. 

The stu nt fd febrile diseases, in their relation to different 
climates and localities, involves some very important and in- 
teresting points; and, to determine th sinh i ves th Jains 
necessary to obtain accurate data, based upon systematised 
observation. Some carefully prepared information concerning 
pe symptoms, duration, variations of tem as deter- 

by thermometer, &c., and last of as well as most 
important of or a few records of -mortem examinations 
of a minute and exhaustive kind, would remove all the ob- 
scurity which still exists on several points. Surgeon J. 8. 
prec Bada ror sir ap: es us with a re on 
— editerranean fever; but his J a gion Rc aly 
er in any v material io m that given by Dr. 
Marston in isél. i . 

We have already referred to the very curious and interesting 
facts contained in Dr. 's notes on the prevalence of fungi 
at Jaffna. The subject of a relation of low forms of fungous 
growths to endemic and epidemic diseases we as one of 
vast importance, and we are probably as yet only at the very 
threshold of the ing were wany who received the 
statements of Dr. Salisbu published in the American Journal 
of Medical Sciences (Jan. 1861) with more than scepticism, 
but subsequent observations by different observers have 
tended to strengthen his position. If Dr. Massy has made no 
mistake, and the facts are such as he has described—and he 
certainly appears to have conducted his series of observations 
and experiments with a view to eliminate all sources of error, 
—then there can be little doubt that we are on the eve of 


-water, these means the vegetable forms 
are introduced into the system, and they either act as the 


causes of disease themselves d certain stages of their de- 
velo t or decay, or comethion ‘orm the part of vehicles for 
the introduction of a something specific into the system. Dr. 
Massy Teel the wie cok to -water of tanks full of 


presind vegetable sporules ; he detected 
all the various secretions and excretions af the body; and “ 
has endeavoured to t out their influence in causing man 
of the diseases wud was common to or prevailing in the 
locality at the time. 

We have not space to consider all the remaining contri- 
butions, One by Professor Maclean, ‘‘On the Evacuation of 
—— Abscesses without the admission of Air,” is a tho- 


roughly practical paper ; this, and another in which he de- 
nike a iar case of Cutaneous Anesthesia, will be sure 
to be Professor re has a good report on Sergeant 


Shortell’s Wheeled Stretcher Support on § . There are, 
besides, several cases related, some of which are as good as 
the others are poor. Am the latter is ‘‘ A Note on Mus- 
tard Emetics in Cholera.” It was scarcely worth p a 
Se ee a ta a deren 
drinking of warm water before taking the mustard was a new 
and good method of exhibiting this emetic 
former we may class Mr. Spurway’s “ ae Case of 
legal Interest”; Dr. Cockburn’s case of Fracture of the 
pine a Blow on the Opposite Side of the Face ; 
curious case of Complete Dislocation of 
ect recovery, by Assist.-Surgeon Wood, 





HEALTH OF THE COUNTRY. 


Tue Registrar-General’s quarterly return for the three 
months ending September 30th indicates a satisfactory state 
of the public health. The annual ratio of deaths to population 
was 20 per 1000, which is very slightly below the average of the 
last ten years, but somewhat in excess of the rates for the cor- 
ab- | responding quarters of 1858, 1860, 1861, and 1862. The in- 
creased mortality of the years 1863-66 was accompanied by a 
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ing rise in the rate of births ; a coincidence of very 
ion, and one not difficult to understand. The 


The non-recurrence of epidemic cholera places the statistics 
of mortality for the last quarter in favourable contrast to 
those of the previous summer. This is especially noticeable, 


London and Bristol present two of a com 
paratively low death-rate attainable 

closely together ; their citizens died at the rate of 21 
and 19 1000 ively. The unhealthy ition of 


wi sani im ements instituted the 
newly- i Health Committee, ic diseases have 
been y Focgant, and in one the town the excessive 


7 out of a total 


ties, and in Yorkshire, as the same season of 
year : in all the other there was a decrease, amount- 

in the Welsh division to nearly 5 per 1000. 
diarrhcea prevailed to a considerable extent, as did 
pro Ne ae ees rag Ramen id fevers, and measles ; the 
localities where i may be gathered from 











Correspondence, 
“ Audi Gee gui.” 


STUDY OF ANATOMY AT CAMBRIDGE. 
To the Editor of Tae Lancer. 

Sin,—We are forming, as the Undergraduate of King’s 
College wishes, and as we have done in former years, a class 
for descriptive anatomy, and we trust the feeling he expresses 
in your last week’s number is sufficiently strong in him and 
te tres at ae ee ee ee 
ing vacations, purpose of con- 
tinting ther anatomical studies. The terms are too short and 





THE BICHLORIDE OF METHYLENE. 
To the Editor of Tae Lancer. 

Sin,—I employed the new anzsthetic in two cases at the 
Queen’s Hospital this morning, and forward the notes, dic- 
tated at the time to one of my dressers (Mr. E. Smith) :— 

Case 1.—Edwin A——, aged forty. Fistula in ano. While 
po Rh just bane ee son Oe At 

A.M., our resident physician, Dr. ‘Temple Wright, com- 
menced the administration with two drachms of the bichloride 
of methylene (Robbins & Co.) on a towel. Three minutes 
past eleven, pulse 112, fuller; another drachm. Five minutes 


past, slight muscular rigidity ; pulse 120, smaller 


es 
muscular spasm follows; another drachm. Nine minutes 
past, spasm more violen drachm, In one more 
minute, ten minutes from first inhalation, I divided the fis- 
tula. a plete; recovery very satisfactory. 
Case 2.—John K-——,, a very feeble child, aged ten weeks. 
Double hare-lip. Pulse 96; but counted with difficulty before 
inhalation. irty-two minutes past eleven, one drachm of 
the bichloride, on a pledget of lint, held near uncovered face 


minutes past, anotherdrachm. Ei t minutes past, apparently 
insensible, but wak sneninteleden antes aaa 
t; another 


with a pair of forceps. Thirty-four minutes past eleven, 
another m. ‘Thirty-five minutes past, apparently insen- 
sible, but wakes “wp on touching with point of scalpel; another 
drachm given, iately afterwards insensibility was 


gi mmediatel 
copicte. The deformity being unusually marked, I dissected 
off the skin from intermaxillary projection, broke this off, dis- 
sected cheeks from bone rather freely, pared the edges, and 
brought them together; another drachm of the t given 
during the operation. The anesthetic effects in cases 
fully out Dr. Richardson’s discovery; the infant’s case 
was in every respect most satisfac fore, Basvenly thence alee 
would have had no spasm, if | had allowed a few more seconds 
before introducing the probe. 
lam, Sir, yours truly, 
Birmingham, Oct, 90, 1967. Sampson GAMGEE, 





THE FARNHAM WORKHOUSE. 
To the Editor of Tusk Lancer. 

Srr,—There being a very strong feeling in Fernham that I 
was cognisant of, and in eee Date, np the visit of 
your Commissioners to the Farnham Workhouse, will you ki 
put it in my power to contradict it in the most unq 
manner, as you are aware that I was utterly ignorant of any 
such intention. I think such a contradiction absolutely neces- 
sary for me to be in possession of for the forthcoming inquiry. 

T am, Sir, yours obediently, 
W,. Epwarp Powett, 
Medical Officer ef the Farnham Workhouse, 
Farnham, Oct. 28th, 1867. 
*.* Our Commissioners have already communicated to the 


guardians a formal notice that Dr. Powell was entirely ignorant 


of their intention to visit Farnham Workhouse, and that they 
had no acquaintance with him whatever.—Ep, L. 





BORDIER’S CASE. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Srr,—Although I take in Tue Lancer, I did not see until 
this day the letter by Dr. H. Tuke on ‘* Monomania and 
Homicide,” of October the 12th, in which he discusses the 
case of Bordier ; and as he has incorrectly stated what relates 
to me,—I am sure quite unintentionally,-—I feel called upon, 
in justice to myself, to make some remarks. 

After commenting upon the evidence of Dr. Simpson, Dr. 
Tuke goes on to , ‘Two other medical witnesses were 
called ome of thean the cungeun al the gaol. The evidence of 
these gentlemen was simply negative ; they had daily seen the 
prisoner since his committal, but had discerned no indication 
of insanity; they had not examined him as to any alleged 
i mat as\to theesness or closnenstances of the Sandee. - 
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THE UNDERGROUND RAILWAY.—LIVERPOOL. 
ae preventive to any possi 


ny Company to acknow 


solicitude to meet the wants and te that 


A mestive of the Board of Management of the Metropolitan 
Asylum district was held on Saturday last. The report of the 
Committee for Fever Patients was received and 


litan Railwa: 
y 
Three sites for hospitals are therefore to be 
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Pantin yyasls gard vgs rae a Dr. Lankester 
has conferred a great benefit upon the public in insisting 


a searching examination into the truth of the 
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THE UNDERGROUND RAILWAY. 
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complaints that have been made in this matter. 
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1866,—those experienced in hospital life can tell that one- 


drunkenness 


wounds, 


f 
PZ 


fi vit ReHTAP AT nie 








fracture or dislocation ’—and of these, during the same period | 
and at the same institution, 2204 were attended to,—a large 


had directly or indirectly to do with the accident. Is it a 
proportion of them occurred through the patients 

or that of those about them. Again, are they 

cut heads, or contusions !—~of which 6732 were 
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670 Tae Lancer,} |§ MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS.—BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, & DEATHS. ‘[Nov. 2, 1867. 
MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS. ° M4 
G. M. Bacon, M.D., has been appointed Resident Medical Superintendent of Dirths, Miucriages, ad Deaths. 
the Cambridgeshire, Isle of Ely, and Borough of Cambridge Pauper 


Lunatie Asylum at Fulbourn, near Cambridge, vice G. W. Lawrence, 
who retires upon an annuity by way of superannuation. 

J, W. Barzert, M.R.C.S.E., has been appointed Medical Officer and Public 
Vaccinator for bn! North District of the King’s Lynn Union, Norfolk, 
vice H. Smythe, L.R.C.P.Ed., resigned. 

F, J. Crorr, L.R.C.P.Ed., bas been appointed Medical Officer for the Union 
Workhouse, Price’ 'e-noad, Lambeth, vice Alfred 0. Grosvenor, M.D., 


Dr. W, T. Doxvittz, Deputy Inspector-General of Hosptials and Fleets, has 
been appointed a Mentzer of the Malta Board of Health. 

A. ._o M.D. Sei eet Assistant to Dr. Jamieson, Royal Lunatic Asy- 
lum, een appointed Resident Medical Officer of the 
Danihive Lea Lunatic Asylum. 

Dr. G. pz Gorregusr Grirrita, Physician to the Hospital for Women and 
Children, and Physician-Accoucheur to St. Saviour’s Maternity, has been 
appointed Honorary Physician to the Pimlico Orphanage. 

J. Harman, M.R.C.S.E., has been appointed Medical Officer and Public Vac- 
cinator for District’ No. 8 of the Lambeth Union, vice T. E. Ladd, M.D, 


G.W. Hlanacsen, M.R.C.S.E., has been appointed House-Surgeon to the 
Birkenhead Borough Hospital, vice Henry C. Selwood, M.D., appointed 
Medical Officer to the Hursley District and the Workhouse of the 
Hursley Union, 

EB. Heywys, L.B.C.S.Ed., has been ss Medical Officer, Public Vacci- 
nator, and Registrar of Births for the Ballyvanghan Dispensary 
thon of the Ballyvaughan Union, Co. Clare, vice Edmund Hogan, 

C.8.Ed., resigned. 

Ww. Rs terne M.D., Lecturer on Forensic Medicine, Anderson's University, 
Glasgow, has been appointed Examiner in Midwifery and Forensic 
Medicine to the Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow, vice 
T. Watson, M.D., deceased. 

J. R. M‘Currock, M.D., &c., late Assistant-Physician, Royal Asylum, Perth, 
has been appointed Physician to the Stretton Home and Grove Private 
Asylums, Church Stretton, Shropshire. 

J. Marutz, L.F.P. & 8, Glas., has been appointed Medical Officer and Public 
Vaccinator for District No.6 of the Barony Parish, Glasgow, vice John 
Coats, M.D., resigned. 

J. Munray, M.D., has been appointed Chloroformist to the Middlesex 
Hospital. 

R, Roperrson, M.D., has been elected Medical Officer and Public Vacci- 
nator for District No.9 of the Parish of Liverpool, vice E. Russell, 
deceased. 

4G. Govpaxp Rocers, M.R.C.P., has been appointed a Physician to the 
Royal Hospital for Diseases of the Chest, City-road, vice Dr, B, W. 
Richardson, resigned. 

7, J, Weserer, M.B.C.S.E., has been a) 


1 Surgeon to the Kirwain Coal 
and Iron Company, Aberdare, vice G, Russell, M.R.C.S.E., deceased. 





MILITARY AND NAVAL MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS, 


J, T. W. Bacor, M.R.C.S.E., Staff Surgeon-Major Army half-pay, has been 
ae Statf Surgeon-Major on active service, vice Wodsworth, placed 
on half-pay. 

R. G. D. Bawon, L.R.C.S.L, Staff Surgeon-Major Army, has been promoted 
to Depu stor-General of Hospitals, vice Scot, whose promotion 


J. H. Barwas, L.B.C.?.Ed, has been inted Assist.-S 
1 Press Guard ftifle Se Corps. 
has been appointed to the “ Impreg- 


to the Liver- 





J. G. Cuarxs, Assist.-Sargeon R. 
nable” (additiona!) for “ Squimel” 


W. H. Corsert, M,D., Staff Assist.-Surgeon Army, has been promoted to | 


Staff Surgeon. 
w. a CrEasy, M.R.C.£.E., has been appointed Hon. Assist.-Surgeon Sth 
Surrey Rifle Volunteer Co vice Hutchinson, resigned. 
G, T. Fereis, M.R.C.S.E., Staff 5: , has been 
puty Inspector-General of ick, pl 


porary half-pay. 
T. R, Guywn, M.B,, has been appointed Surg inistrative Brigade 
of Lancashire Artillery Vorunteers. 
J. M‘G. Grant, M.D., Staff Surgeon-Majo: 
Deputy Inspector- -General of Hospitals, vice Paynter, promoted on the 
talf, 


8 
T. E. Harz, M.D., Assist.-Surgeon 7th rs has been promoted to Staff 
Surgeon, vice ‘Grant, promoted on the Staff. 
R. Hawt, Mb, Assist.-Surgeon 33rd Foot, has been appointed Staff Assist.- 
Surzeon, vice Kemp, appointed to the 33rd Foot. 
J. HENpDeERsos, M.D., Staff Surgeon R.N., has been appointed to the “ Excel- 
lent.” 


J. Ww. Hutsesere, M.R.C.S.E., Assist.-Surgeon Royal Artillery, has been ap- 
pointed Staff Surgeon, vice Banon, promoted on the Statf. 

J. Janpivz, M.D., Assist.Surgeon Royal Artillery, has been promoted to 
Staff Surgeon. 

J, Jounstox, M.D., Assist.-Surgeon 26th Foot, has been appointed Staff 

n Army. 

H. Kevsavt, MILCSE, ee -Surgeon 20th Foot, has been appointed 
Staff -Surgeon, vice Davidson, ae apis to the Royal Artillery. 

_C. H. Lisrex has been appointed Assist.Surgeon 3rd West York Militia, 

vice Per 


Ww. Baws, i D,, Assist.-Surgeon oe Canadian Rifle Eroment, has been 
Stat? promoted on t! 


romoted to 
upon tem- 


n-Major Arm: 
ospitals, vice 


2nd Ad 





8. Roon, M.R.C.S.E., Assist.-Surgeon roped Artillery, has ae promoted to 
Sevaeen, vive Gell, whe. Ran gh; SO 
J.D, Mar yor M.R.C.8.E., Assist. h Foot, has been appointed 


ssist.-S ice Candy, who has exc 
W. Sati, Af, Stall Surgeon Surgeon- Major » hae been appointed to the hon. 


Iuspector-General of Hos retiring on half-pay, 
Wann, E,, Assist.-Surgeon Royal Artillery, has been promoted 
J. WitiusMs 


has been appointed Hon, Assist.-Surgeon 2nd Cheshire Artillery 
Volu nt cer (cops, vice Bantock, resigned, 





BIRTHS. 
Ou tee 10 h ult at Duke-strest, Liverpool, the wife of Jeha C. Baker, M.D., 


On the sth ult., at Portmadoc, the wife of Samuel Griffith, M.D., of a 


On the Cord, ult, at Oak House, Battersea, the wife of W. H. Kempster, 
M.R.CS.E., of a son, 

On the 23rd ult., at Oakley-square, Camden-town, the wife of Dr. Thompson, 
of a son, still-borp 

On yl. — ult., at Upper Brook-street, the wife of F. Willis, M.D., of a 


On Free he so al ult., be i Aa py ey Oldham-road, Manchester, the wife of 
ofa 
On the 27th ait, at Newark-upon-Trent, the wife of S. Job, Surgeon, of a 
son. 





MARRIAGES. 


On the 22nd ult., at Hawkshead, Dr. John Rhind, of Mirfield, to Sophia, 
daughter of the Rev. Dr, Burnet, Viear of Bradford, Y pobre da 

On the 24th ult., at Moreton, Hampstead, Henry Roberts, M.D., wee 
Amelia Mush, daughter of the late John “Mush, Esq., of 5 

On the 3ist ult. at Holy Trinity Church, Paddington, George May 
M.B., of Lincoln, to Ella Maria Ha wilton, third daughter of LisutCol. 
Holmes, of Deer-park, Cloughjordan, Tipperary. 


DEATHS. 


On the 2ist of Aug., at Tientsin, China, of disease of the heart, — ~_ 
Ainslie, M.D., youngest son of the late Walter Ainslie, Surgeon, of 
ham, Northumberland, $2. 

On the 1ith ult., H.C. Smith, Surgeon, of Springwood Cottage, Pudsey. 

On the 19th ult., W. P. James, L.S.A.L., of Builth, Brecknockshire, aged 67. 

On the 22nd ult., C. Cartwright, M.R.C.8.E., J.P., of | mee gt aged 86, 

On the 22nd ult, at Whitefield-road, Liverpoo' i, Ed Edward Hesketh Birken- 
head, D.Sc. Lond,, F.GS., Lecturer on Chemistry and Toxicology, Liver- 
pool Royal Infirmary School of Medicine, aged 30 

On the 27th ult., at Cheimsford-terrace, Bayswater, John Mills Probyn, M.D., 
M.RB.C.S., late of Newbury, Berks, and tormerly Superintendent of the 
~— Glaagow Asylum, and the County Lunatic Asylum, Lancaster, 
aged 76. 


Medical Diary of the Tech, 


Monday, Nov. 4. 
—y 2 Hosprtat. anton, amepat 1} Px. e . 
oyaL Lonpow OrutHaLmic Hosprrat, Moonrizips.— AM 

Mersgoro.itay Faux Hosrrrau.—Operations, 2 vx. nontiene 

Roya Iystitvrion.—2 p.a. General Monthly Meeting. 

Errpemro.oercat Socrery.—8 p.m. Dr. G. W, Dickson, of Constantinople, 
“On the Outbreak of Plague at Kerbela.” — Dr. John Shortt, General 
Superintendent of Vaccination, Madras Presidency : “ Experiments con- 
nected with Small-pox Inoculation and Vaccination.” 

Mezprcat Socrery or Lonpow.—S} P.u. tors Spencer Watson, “On some 
Obscure Surgical Diseases of the Face 


Tuesday, Nov. 5. 
Royat Loypow Oratmaturc Hosrrrat, Mooxrratps.—Operations, 10} a.m. 
Guy's Hosprrat.—Operations, 14 P.«. 


Wesrurnstesn Hosritar.—Operations, 2 p.x. 
Natronat Ortgzorapic Hosrrray.—Operations, 2 P.x, 


Wednesday, Nov. 6. 








| Royat Lowpow OrmtHatuic a Moorrreips.—Operations, 10} a.u. 


t Army, has been promoted to 








Mippiesexx HosprtaL.—Operations, 

Sr, BagtnoLtomew’'s Hospitat.—Operations, 1} P.a. 

Sr, Taomas’s Hosprtat.—Operations, 1} r.x. 

Sr. Manry’s Hosprra.—Operations, 2 P. a. 

Garuat Nortaxrn Hosrrrar.—Operations, 

Untverstry Cotiecs Se ae nn by 

Lonpow Hospirat. ns, 2 P.ot. 

OpaTnatsic Hosprrat, SourmwaRx.—Operations, 2PM. 

Ossreraicat Socrery or Lowpoyx.—8 p.m. Dr. Barnes: “ Dlustrations of 
Face Presentations.” — Dr, Murray: “ Seven Cases of Ovariotomy,” — 
Dr. Braxton Hicks, “ On the Condition of the Uterus in so-called 
less Labour.”—Dr. Snow Beck, “On a Case of Puerperal Fever, or - 

a Pywmia, with Remarks.” — Dr. Playfair, ‘On Cardiac Apnea after 


livery.” 
Thursday, Nov. 7. 
Royrat Lowpow Ornrmataic Hosprrat, ar wom a aM. 
Cuytaat Loypoy Orntuatmic HosrrraL.—Operations, 1 a 
Seoomspune Ooasean it or ~h 
wiversity Cotieer Hosritar. P.M. 

Wast Lonpon Hosrrtar.—Operations, 2 i 

Royat Orrnorapic Hosprra,.—Operations. 

Harvzray Socrety or Lowpow. — 8 p.x. De c "Drysdale, “On = Dest. 
ment of Syphilis; opened by a review of the recent debate in 
de la Chirurgie of Paris,” 

Friday, an. 8, 
aoa Loypor Orxtnataic Hi Ds.—Op 
Werminstzs OrataaLMic enemy soar een Aé p.m, 


‘Saturday, Nov. 9. 





tions, 10} a.m. 





Barre lt Pom, 
Krve’s Cottecs Hosprran.—Operations, 1% p.m, 
Royat Faux Hosertat. lt Px. 
CmasinG-czoss HosritaL.—Operations, 2 r.u, 














Tae Laycer,) NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. (Nov. 2, 1867. 571 
Cure or Yarrow Faven, 

Tae Jamaica Gleaner of September 25th states that it is credibly informed 

Co Correspondents, Cech Gate Usage Ghd itamte Sneed <b Gtmremveggiaes 6 





A Cavtton. 

Wer recommend our readers to caution their servants against the devices of 
an impostor, who, we learn, has been very successful during the last few 
days in his spoliation of medical men at the West-end of London. The 
individual in question, who is described as “a dirty-looking old man, with 
the forefinger of his right hand missing,” calls when the master of the 
house is absent, and prod several bundles of pieces of cane neatly tied 
up, which he represents Dr. —— bas ordered. He apologises for not 
having been able to bring them at the time at which they were expected, 
and regrets that he can only sapply a portion, but “the remainder will be 
sent to-morrow.” He tells the servant that Dr. —— has ordered them at 
Apothecaries’ Hall, and “uses them in his practice.” We have before us a 
receipt which this swindler gave in one case where he was successful. It 
rons thus:—*“ From Apothecary Hall; six bundles, six shillings. Paid 
J. Johnstone.” The pieces of cane closely resemble those which dentists 
use wherewith to apply pumice powder after scaling teeth. 

R. G. R.—The nipple in the female breast is sometimes deficient, owing to 
an arrest of development. If the orifices of the milk-tubes can be seen 
between the ruge of the skin, it might be worth while to attempt to pro- 
duce an eminence, which should serve as a nipple, by the frequent applica- 
tion of the breast-pump. The attempt would do no harm, though it would 
probably fail. We presume that in the case alladed to by our correspond- 
ent the deficiency is genital, In other words, the nipple has neither 
been destroyed by disease, nor simply retracted within the breast. 

An Observer.—The announcement to which our correspondent refers is open 
to every possible objection. We do not think it advisable to give notoriety 
to the individual in question. 

Iy A, S, G. §, will send his name and address, his question shall be answered 
privately, 








Tax Inscrrovs Errscrs or Boat-nacire, 
To the Editor of Tax Lawcert. 
Sta,—The injury to health from boat- LA? ke ny od 
tends, does not appear to arise from organic ther ta 
lungs cg by the violent exercise, but from a cally al different cause. 
othe bed sesentiy Lespcuneions, ae epcopunnt of 


rostration? In my opinion, he had ted 
energy, and, 4 fortiori, his muscular , and that it would 
require two or three yeare’of rest, and to avoid bringing on the sense of 
Reine be moet ome Se copay be lek Soees. The result 

proved of this opinion, and advice founded it. 
It may be asked, why do not labouring men, coal-heavers instance, 
suffer in same way for the same , muscular exer- 


J. Vawven, M.D, 


7. T.—A medical witness in a criminal case is, under ordinary circamstances, 
allowed one guinea per diem for his attendance at the trial of a prisoner, 
This has always been regarded as a most inadequate remuneration; and 


exposed, he is often a serious loser by his performance of a public duty. 
When a union medical officer is requested by a Board of Guardians to give 
evidence in a civil or criminal court, we believe they could be compelled to 

. Pay him at least the ordinary fee allowed in such cases—i, e., one guinea 
per diem and travelling expenses. 

Wensleydale.—A physician, doing a purely prescribing and consulting prac- 
tice, can, if there be no bye-law of his College to the contrary, recover 
his fees in a court of law. At the present time a Fellow of the College 
of Physicians of England cannot recover in consequence of such bye-law; 
but a Licentiate of the same institution can recover, because the bye-law in 
question does not affect him. 

A. B.—We have no doubt the gentleman named is fully qualified to fulfil his 


Luvnceytom Treeesretam2 Aceticrs, 
To the Editor of Taz Lancer. 
Sra,—The following will mest She waniommente of correspondent, and 
7 ey much better than tha pospeantion le thcaee 
cetic two ounces oll of turpentine, four four ounces; 
This will ees wo ul, white, non-separating 


Great Harwood, Accrington, Oct, 33rd, 1g” Janus Deadpar. 





Medical Commission to investigate and report apon Mr. Piddes’ new 
method of treating yellow fever; that Havana physicians had been using 
the method without knowing how Mr. Fiddes applied the treatment, and 
the results had been encouraging. The Gleaner also states that General 
Mangano, interested in the experiment, had applied to the Spanish Consul 
in Kingston to make certain inquiries of Mr. Fiddes, and report to him on 
the first opportanity. Mr. Fiddes publishes a long letter in the Gleaner of 
October 8th, in which he refers to the request of the Havana authorities, 
and says he has complied with it. He then enters into an elaborate defence 
of himself and the mode of treat i. he ree ds in yellow fever, and 
comments with great bitterness on the opposition his views have met with 
on the part of his professional brethren. Mr. Fiddes again refers to Tau 
Lancet, and, with his usual want of candour, insinuates that our observa- 
tions had a tendency to depreciate the value of his “ diseovery,” and to pre- 
vent a fair trial of its virtues. We merely mention this fact to show how 
unscrupulous are the assertions of Mr. Fiddes. 

Poor-law Medical Oficer.—A medical officer residing permanently out of his 
district, and appointed prior to the 24th of June, 1857, holds office only for 
such period as the Poor-law Board may approve. 

I.D., (Dublin.)—Though opposed generally to the recommendation of _— 
calar “ improvements or discoveries” by the testi ials of medical 
tioners, the inveation to which our correspondent alludes is one coh 
to be of very great service in a sanitary poiat of view. If generally used, 
it would save a vast amount of unpl ness and incony 

W. W. P., (Sutton.)—Two guineas in each case would be a reasonable charge. 











Taz Narvaez awp txe Mops or Paoracation or Paruisis, 
To the Editor of Tux Laycur. 

Srz,—Whatever emanates from the pen of Dr. W. Budd is entitled to the 
utmost respect. It is therefore with great diffiaence that I venture to dissent 
from the conclusions at which he has arrived concerning the propagation of 
the zymotic diseases. 

Dr. Badd states (vide Tax Lawcer of October 12th) “ that tubercle is a trae 
zymotic disease, of specitic nature, in the same sense as typhoid fever, syphilis, 
&e. &e., are!” “That, like these diseases, tubercle never originates spon- 
tan: bat on solely by the law of covtinuous succession.” 

a y with that much-vexed quien, | ° A origin of 

dinates te ye ee teem vie my eens 

One, “ that these Fete my hye oy wm ven 

* the other, “ that they arise spon- 
ent it matters not 


to that “‘all the ills that flesh is heir to” were 
man or woman. 
onee happened, is capable of happening again ; the Pond 
question relates to the conditions under which it happens.” (Mill's 
vol. ii., p. 140.) Now, since we are absolutely in the dark as to the conttlens 
under which any of the diseases in question first arose, it is impossible for us 
to say that the ¥ self-same conditions do not now exist; and cousequently 
that the zymotic diseases never originate spontaneously is un- 


tenable. 
I offer no opinion as to the nature of tubercle. Should it hereafter be 
oy that “phthie tons tgunetie Gtesaea,” then I admit with Dr. Budd the pro- 
that phthisis was introduced by Europeans into the South Ses 
Iatende, where it had been previously unknown. At the same time I cannot 
ignore the possibility that the arrival o: Europeans, and the appearance of 
phthisis, might be a mere — 
remain, Sir, yours wes 
Maida-hill, October 15th, 19st, 5. Srssom, M.D, 


Mr. W. F. Collier.—The most approved method of warming and ventilating 
the wards of hospitals in Eagland is that adopted at the Herbers Hospital, 
Woolwich, The ventilation there is “natural ;” the warming is by open- 
air fireplaces, specially arranged, and supplemented by hot-water pipes, 
Full details, with plans, are given in a Report on the Hospital, prepared by 
Capt. Douglas Galton, and laid before Parliament in 1965. 

A Young Practitioner wishes to be informed as to the best remedy to stop 
the hair falling off the head when due to constitutional syphilis. 

8. H.—The best ;Jan would be to refer to any surgical instrument maker; 
but Jeaffreson’s is one of the best. The Report on Filters will give 
our correspondent the othr information required. 

A Member of the College.—The matter will shortly be brought before the 
Council, 


F 


Consumetionwn COMMUNICABLE. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 

Sre,—A member of a family, who were patients of pie. went to Italy, and 
died died of phthisle. The rap landiord d dt believe obtained, 
compensation, on the plea that, the disease whey infectious, he 
ee eas paint, sod paper the apartments, and even then timid 
for some Ee te tame Waeee avoid the death PS Ses 

The idea is as prevalent as the discase both in France and 


I remain, Sir, epee cbetions aqpreets 


tal 

Cheltenham, October 27th, 1867 
*,* We referred to this subject specially in Tux Laos of March 9th, and 
pointed out that the demand should be resolately refased. Travellers 
ought to be careful, when they make an ag t to take apartments or 
houses for any length of time, to see that the agreement does not contain 
a clause stipulating for special compensation in case of death by consump- 
tion, Sach an arrangement is often unwittingly acceded to by travellers 
who are careless; but it is the ouly way in which any claim can be legally 
made upon the friends of deceased travellers. 
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NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





(Nov. 2, 1867, 














Tus Cuostrennam Guaxpiays. 

Az the last meeting of the Guardians of the Cheltenham Union, a letter and 
report were read relative to the adulteration of the bread supplied to the 
workbouse. It appears from the report of Mr. Horsley, F.C.S., that it 
“contains a lurger amount of water than usual, and is dirty withal! Such 


times for the purpose of inspecting and testing the bread, milk, oatmeal, 
and flour used in the house, and to report to the Board thereon.” On the 
g@aegestion of Mr. Gael, it w.s decided to write to the contractor for the 
Dread, and ask for an exp! nation of his conduct. At the same meeting of 
the Guardians, letters were read from three medica! gentlemen o' Leam:ng- 
ton, one of whom lately held the office of surgeon to the anion workhouse, 
end two are still surgeons to the union. The object of these communica- 
‘tions was in the main to extenuate the evils which Mr. Fieischbmanu had 


@entence of Dr. Henry Bird’s letter:—“The medical officers under the 
Poor-law Amendme:t Act possess the usual medical and surgica! qualifica- 
tions, and, although badly paid, are as remarkable for benevolence, energy, 
and ability as any other public body of medical men.” No one acquainted 
with the union surgeuns of this kingdom can, as a body, deny the accuracy 
of Dr. Bird’s statement. Our strictures on workhouse management we e 
directed against guardians and the Poor-law Board, who are the respon- 
sible parties ; not against the medical officers, who do their dut) so well, 
Observer.—Our letter touches upen an important point; bat 
the facts can hardly be made use of unless they are more precisely stated 
and guaranteed. 

Amicus,—We must decline to notice the “friendly puff.” 





Mopsz or Verstow ry Anu Presentations. 
To the Rditor of Tux Lancer. 
letter of “L.R.C.P & 8. Ed.,” of Brierly Hill, published in Tax 
August, bas eo ee 
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Queen’s-crescent, Haverstock-hili, Oct. 26th, 1866. Jas. Onwm, M.D, 
Dr. Masson (Edinburgh) is thanked for his communication on the Sewage 
question. We have not space for its insertion at present ; but we may reier 
to it on a future occasion. 
Dr. Magens (3t. Thomas.)—The case is clearly one of fraud, and that of the 
worst descriptiun. The publication of the letter would probably be fol- 
lowed by no good result, as the offender would change his name in case of 


Tas Syprwaam Distarct Mepreat Socrerr. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


your of the 12th instan’ commented somewhat 
suk topthon weice i ae bagent ef the chown teooe ‘ 
of the Society held ‘on Thursday last 


Hon, Seo. to the Sydeninain District Medical Societ 
on, . 
Bath, 1967, . 


Privilege above mentiuned, two-thirds of the sum named would be amply 
suficient. 


Teeatusat or CHILBLAINS, 








A L-yman, (Ramsey, Isle of Man.)—If the statements published regarding 
the alleged malpractice of a gentleman in practice in this town can be con- 





scribers of more experience preps -- 7 —nehrenarimreg 
sa on - ours, 


Mr. Jeaffreson's paper arrived too late for insertion in the present number. 
H. C.—It had its origin in the stated fact that Cesar was brought into the 
by the 


Lurrazns, &c., have been received from—Sir J. Y. Simpsong 

Prof, Pirrie; Sir Henry Thompson; Prot. Tennant; Mr. J. B. Curgenveng 
Dr. Ogle; Mr. Hopkins; Dr. Kirby; Dr. Hall ; Mr. Collins; Mr. 
Mr. Mereweather ; Dr. de Gorrequer Griffith; Mr. Poole; Dr. J. Murrays 
Messrs. Chapman and Co,; Mr. F. Johuson ; Mr. Kemp; Mr. H. Meymott, 
Bamish, Manchester 5 
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Mr. Bradbrook ; Mr. Palmer; Mr. Watson ; 
Mr. Gibson; Mr. Warren; Mr. Parker, Hayle; Dr, Massey; Mr. 
Dr, Livett, Wells; Rev. Dr. Haughton, Dublin; Mr. Phillips; Mr. 
Dr. Baker, Liverpool ; Dr, Lindsay, Glasgow ; Mr. Burton; BR. G, R.; A. B.; 
A Forty-six Years’ Subscriber; A Member of the College; T. L.; E.B.B.; 


it 


R.C.; A.8.G.C.; A Poorlaw Medical Officer; &c, &. 
Tur Western Daily Mercury, the Cheltenham Chronicle, the Windsor Ezprest, 
the Gleuner (Jamaica), the Dunfermline Saturday Press, the Birmingham 
Daily Post, the Yorkshire Post, the Guteshead Observer, the New York Globe, 
and La Tribune Médicale have been received. 











